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Course Description

This course aims to understand the historical origins, major historical and current actors, institutions, and political processes of modern politics in Turkey to identify continuity and change in Turkey’s political development. Specifically, it will discuss the Ottoman legacy on Turkish politics and the formation of the single-party regime; major institutions such as constitutions, bureaucracy, and military; and political processes such as regime transitions, the evolution of state-religion relationship, and patterns of political participation in Turkey. It will also focus on the two perennial issues of the Turkish Republic: the contested role of Islam in the political and social life and the issue of Kurdish demands for cultural and political autonomy. The course will then turn to exploration of the dynamics of engagement between the Turkish state and social groups such as businesspeople, women, and youth. Through the exploration of both theoretical approaches and empirical analyzes, the course will try to answer the wider question of democratization & liberalization in the Turkish polity. 

Learning Objectives

Through successful completion of this course, students will have 
1. gained insight into the Ottoman legacy on modern Turkish politics and the major principles of Kemalism, the founding ideology,
2. grasped how the main political institutions have developed over time,
3. comprehended the patterns of state-society relations,
4. examined the contours and course of political participation and social mobilization,
5. Ruminated over the structural and contingent factors that complicated the democratization of Turkish polity.  

Grading 

Students will be graded according to the following: 
Attendance & Participation: 15 %. 
Midterm Exam: 35 %. 
Final Exam: 50 %. 


Grading Policy 
The following scale will be used to determine your overall grade in the course: 
>= 90.00 AA
>= 80.00 BA 
>= 75 BB
>= 70 CB
>= 65 CC 
>= 60 DC
>= 50 DD

**Make-up Exams/ Late Essay Submission Policy: Students are required to submit medical reports for a make-up quiz or late essay submission. 

*** Academic Honesty: Plagiarism refers to presenting someone else’s work as your own work. Plagiarism might emerge in various forms. For example, if you copy paste materials from an Internet source without proper citations, this is plagiarism. 

Course Schedule:

Week I: Introduction & The Ottoman Legacy
 
Ahmad, Feroz. (1993). The Making of Modern Turkey. London & New York: Routledge, p. 15-30. 

Zürcher, Erik J. (2004). Turkey: A Modern History. London; New York: I.B. Tauris, pp. 76-133. 

Mardin, Şerif. (1973). “Center-Periphery Relations: A Key to Turkish Politics?” Daedalus 102 (1): 169–90. 

Recommended reading:

Excerpt from Helmuth von Moltke, “Moltke’nin Türkiye Mektupları.” Remzi Kitabevi. 

Week II: From Empire to Republic: The Formation of a Single Party Regime  

Lewis, Bernard. (1968). The Emergence of Modern Turkey (Third Edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 239-293. 

Zürcher, Erik J. (2004). Turkey: A Modern History. London; New York: I.B. Tauris, pp. 
133-206. 

Recommended: 

Aslan, Senem. (2020). “Symbolic Politics and Contention in the Turkish Republic”. In Güneş Murat Tezcür (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Turkish Politics. Published Online.

Kemalizm 

Özbudun, Ergun. (1981). The nature of the Kemalist political regime. In Kazancıgil, Ali, Özbudun, Ergun. (eds.), Atatürk the founder of a modern state. C. Hurts & Company. p. 79-102. 

Heper, Metin. (1985). State Tradition in Turkey. Walkington, UK: The Eothen Press, pp. 48 - 66 (Chapter 3). 

Recommended:

Kalaycıoğlu, Ersin. (2023). Kemalizm ve Post-Kemalizm Ayrışmasında Türkiye’de Siyaset Bilimi. In İlker Aytürk and Berk Esen (eds.), Post-Post Kemalizm: Türkiye Çalışmalarında Yeni Arayışlar. İstanbul: İletişim yayınları. 

Öktem, Kerem. (2020). “Ruling Ideologies in Modern Turkey”. In Güneş Murat Tezcür (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Turkish Politics. Published Online. 

Aslan, Senem. (2011). “Everyday Forms of State Power and the Kurds in the Early Turkish Republic”. International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 43 (1): 75-93. 
 
Week III: The formation of Turkish Citizenship 

Yeğen, Mesut. (2004). “Citizenship and Ethnicity in Turkey" Middle Eastern Studies, 20(4):51 – 66. 

Cağaptay, S. “Race, Assimilation and Kemalism: Turkish Nationalism and the Minorities in the 1930s.” Middle Eastern Studies, 40:3, 86-101.

Recommended 

Eligür, Banu. (2017). “The 1934 anti-Jewish Thrace riots: The Jewish exodus of Thrace through the lens of nationalism and collective violence.” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 44:1, 88-109. 

Civil-Military Relations 

Cizre, Ümit, “Ideology, context and interest: the Turkish Military” In Kasaba, Reşat (ed.), The Cambridge History of Turkey. Cambridge University Press, 2008.  

Demirel, Tanel, “The Turkish Military’s Decision to Intervene: 12 September 1980.” Armed Forces and Society, 29 (2) Winter 2003, pp. 253-280. 

Özcan, Gencer, (2023), “Civil-Military Relations in Turkey: Back to Square One Yet Again?” In Özerdem, A. & Öztürk, A. E. (eds.), A Companion to Modern Turkey’s Centennial: Political, Sociological, Economic and Institutional Transformation since 1923. Edinburgh University Press. 

Week IV: Constitutions in Comparative Perspective  

Özbudun, Ergun. (2012). ‘Constitutions and Political System’. In Metin Heper and Sabri Sayarı (eds.) The Routledge Handbook of Modern Turkey, London: Routledge, pp. 194-204. 

Özbudun, Ergun. (2022). ‘Constitutions and Political Systems’, In Jongerden, J. (ed.) The Routledge Handbook on Contemporary Turkey.  London and New York: Routledge, pp. 144-152. 

Recommended:  

Tanör, Bülent. (1991). İki Anayasa: 1961 ve 1982. İstanbul: Beta Basım. 

Political Parties, Elections and Voting Behavior 

Sayarı, Sabri. (2012). “Political Parties.” In Heper, M. Sayarı, S. (eds.), Routledge Handbook of Modern Turkey. pp. 182-193.

Kalaycıoğlu, Ersin, (2019) “Elections, Parties, and the Party System.” In Özerdem, Alpaslan & Whiting, M. (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politics. New York: Routledge. 

Aytaç, S. Erdem. (2020). “Economic Voting during the AKP Era in Turkey”. In Tezcür, G. M. (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Turkish Politics. Published Online. 

Recommended: 

Çarkoğlu, Ali. (2012). “Economic Evaluations vs. Ideology: Diagnosing the Sources of Electoral Change in Turkey, 2002–2011.” Electoral Studies 31 (2): 513–21. 

Kalaycıoğlu, Ersin, and Gülnur Kocapınar, (2024), Elections and Partisanship: Analyzing the results of the 2023 general elections in Turkey. Southeast European and Black Sea Studies. (online)

Week V: The State and Islam 

Mardin, Şerif. (1983). Religion and Politics in Modern Turkey. In Piscatori, James P. (ed.), Islam in the Political Process. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 138-159. 

Davison, A. (2003). ‘Turkey, a Secular State? The Challenge of Description’. The South Atlantic Quarterly 102: 2/3. 

Kandiyoti, Deniz, “The travails of the secular: puzzle and paradox in Turkey”, Economy and Society, 41:4, 513-531. 

Political Islam 

Eligür, Banu, (2014). The Mobilization of Political Islam in Turkey. Cambridge University Press.  (Chapter 4 ‘The Malfunctioning State and Consolidation of the Islamist Social Movement’)  

Alevi Question

Lord, Ceren. (2022). “The Transnational Mobilization of the Alevis of Turkey: From Invisibility to the Struggle for Equality”. In Tezcür, Güneş Murat (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Turkish Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 455-480. 

Recommended 

van Bruinessen, Martin. (1996). “Kurds, Turks and the Alevi Revival in Turkey” Middle East Report, No. 200, Minorities in the Middle East: Power and Politics of Difference, pp. 7-10.

Week VI: The Kurdish Question

Bozarslan, Hamit. (2008). “Kurds and the Turkish State”. In Reşat Kasaba (ed) The Cambridge History of Turkey. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 333-356. 

Aslan, Senem, (2015). Nation-building in Turkey and Morocco: Governing Kurdish and Berber dissent. Cambridge University Press. (Chapters 2 & 4). 

Recommended: 

Belge, Ceren. (2011). “State Building and the limits of legibility: Kinship networks and Kurdish resistance in Turkey.” Int. Journal of Middle East Studies 43, 95-114. 

Political Economy

Keyder, Çağlar. (1987). State and Class in Turkey: A Study in Capitalist Development. London New York: Verso (selected pages) 

Erensü, Sinan & Madra, Y. M. (2022). “Neoliberal Politics in Turkey.” In Tezcür, M. (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Turkish Politics. Oxford University Press.  

Recommended: 

Öniş, Z. (2004), “Turgut Özal and his economic legacy: Turkish neo-liberalism in comparative perspective.” Middle Eastern Studies 40 (4), 113-134.

Buğra, Ayşe. (2003). Devlet ve İşadamları. İstanbul: İletişim Yayınları, pp. 63-104.  

Week VII: Back to Beginning: A Re-evaluation of Center-Periphery Thesis 

Levin, Paul. T. “Reflections on Şerif Mardin’s center-periphery thesis.” Turkish Studies, 2023. 

Kalaycıoğlu, Ersin. (2023) A hundred years of flux: Turkish political regimes from 1921 to 1923. Turkish Studies. (online)

Turan, İlter, “Türk Devrimi Hangi Yönleriyle Devrimdi?”, In Özcan, G., Turan, Ö., Boşnak, B., Erçetin, T. (eds.), İlk Yüzyılı Biterken Cumhuriyet: Demokratikleşme Momentler, Sıradan İnsanlar ve Siyaset. İstanbul Bilgi Üniversitesi Yayınları, 2024. 
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