PHIL 48W SPINOZA
Course Syllabus
Course Overview
Benedict Spinoza is a 17th century radical thinker and philosopher who aims to transform the anthropomorphic, personal and teleological view of God by equating God with the necessary production and movement of nature. For Spinoza, all human endeavour gains its meaning and value through its attempt to understand the necessary affirmation of God/nature by cultivating true and philosophical knowledge. In this light, this course aims to offer a naturalistic and non-anthropocentric reading of Spinoza by relying on the interpretations of the scholars and philosophers such as Gilles Deleuze, Antonio Negri, Etienne Balibar, Hasana Sharp and Yitzhak Melamed. Throughout the course, the students will be encouraged to distinguish the Spinozistic thought from his predecessors and deepen their understanding regarding the radically new framework that Spinozistic philosophy provides by its challenge against the traditional ways of doing philosophy.

Evaluation of Grades:
%15 Attendance and Class Participation
%20 Midterm
%25 Oral Presentation (Group or Individual)
% 40 Final Exam

Course Material:
The weekly readings will be uploaded by the instructor on Google drive in advance.

Weekly Schedule

1.WEEK
1. General Introduction and Spinoza’s Life
Antonio Negri, “Savage Anomaly”
Gilles Deleuze, “Practical Philosophy” (first chapter)
Hasana Sharp, “The Politics of Renaturalization” (Introduction)
2. Cartesianism and Spinoza
Principles of Philosophy, Rene Descartes (first part)
and Spinoza’s Cogitata Metaphysica
Gilles Deleuze, Expressionism in Philosophy (“Spinoza Against Descartes”)
3. TdIE, Short Treatise (first writings)

2.WEEK
1. Theological Political Treatise (selected sections)
Etienne Balibar, Spinoza and Politics (The Spinoza Party)
2. Theological Political Treatise (selected sections)
Etienne Balibar, Spinoza and Politics (The Tractacus Theologico-Politicus: A Democratic Manifesto)
3.Theological Political Treatise (selected sections)

3.WEEK
1. Ethics- First book (Substance, attribute and modes (infinity and finitude))
Beth Lord, “Spinoza’s Ethics” (first section)
Gilles Deleuze, Expressionism in Philosophy (“Absolute”)
Laurent Bove “Affirmation and Resistance in Spinoza” (Part 6)
2. Ethics -First book (God as a free cause and impersonal being)
3. Ethics- First book (Anti-teleology, denial of anthropocentrism, the conceptions of good and evil)
Yitzhak Melamed, “Spinoza’s Anti-humanism”

4.WEEK
1. Ethics-Second book (body- and mind as the idea of body)
Beth Lord, Spinoza’s Ethics, PART II, p. 49
Gilles Deleuze, Expressionism in Philosophy (“Parallelism and Immanence”)
2. Ethics -Second book (three kinds of knowledge and denial of free will)
3.MIDTERM

5.WEEK
1. Ethics-Third book (geometry of affects/emotions)
Hasana Sharp, “Politics of Renaturalization” (“Lines, Planes and Bodies: Redefining Human Action”)
2. Ethics-Third book (Conatus)
Laurent Bove “Affirmation and Resistance in Spinoza: The Strategy of the Conatus” (Part 5)
3. Ethics-Third book (Ethics versus Morality)
Gilles Deleuze, “Practical Philosophy” (Part 2)

6. WEEK
1. Ethics- Fourth book (understanding the affects/emotions)
2. Ethics- Fourth book (good and bad, virtue as power, utility, meditation on life)
Hasana Sharp, The Renaturalization of Politics (Man’s Utility to Man, Part three)
4. ORAL PRESENTATIONS

7. WEEK
1. Ethics- Fifth book (third kind of knowledge, sub specie aeternetitas, free man versus ignorant man
Gilles Deleuze, Expressionism in Philosophy (“Towards the Third Kind of Knowledge” and “Beautitudo”)
Clare Carlisle, Spinoza’s Religion (selected sections)
2. Political Treatise (Selected passages)
Etienne Balibar, Spinoza and Politics (“The Tractacus Politicus: A Science of the State”)
3. Conclusion
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