HIST 49K: 
Cities of the Islamic World: Religion, Politics, and Urban Space Before Modernity

Hasan Karatas
Student Hours: 
Thursdays, 11am-1pm or by appointment 
hasankaratas@itu.edu.tr 


Course Description:

A survey of the history of four major capitals in the Middle East and North Africa before 1900. This course traces the relationship between urban space, religion, and politics through the founding and development of four cities that have served as centers of major political entities since 600 A.D. Each week focuses on the symbolism and functionality of urban space and architecture, as well as the roles of politics, religion, and global trade in shaping one of the following cities: Baghdad, Cairo, Istanbul, and Isfahan. The course ultimately explores a central question: does history shape cities, or do cities shape history?

Learning Objectives: 

a.)  To teach basic methods of historical inquiry and analysis of sources
b.)  To increase knowledge of the urban history in the Islamicate World. 
c.)  To discover the connection between urban space, power and religion in the Middle East.
d.)  To develop research, written, and oral expression skills.

Textbooks: 

Reading Materials will be provided online. 

Grading: 

	Attendance and Participation………………………
	10 %

	Summative Analysis (SAP) Papers…………………. 
	30 %

	Midterm…………………...……………………….
	25 %

	Final…………. ……………………………............  
	35 %



Grades are based on the point scale in https://intl.bogazici.edu.tr/credit-grading-system 


Assessment:

Participation (10%)

This course is designed as a platform for a collective learning experience through active participation. Active participation involves joining all discussions by asking questions, making creative speculation, and responding to one another's comments. There is absolutely no silly comment or question in the classroom as long as you respect others' viewpoints. You are encouraged to use knowledge from your background. Students who do not participate as outlined above will not receive an A, even if they have perfect attendance. 

Please attend regularly and on time. Attendance will be taken from the first day to the end of the classes.  

Summative Analysis Papers (SAP) (30%)

[bookmark: _Hlk144675962]Historical inquiry is based on interpreting various primary sources about multiple contexts and interpretations. We will have in-class exercises to learn about the methods of analyzing primary and secondary sources. During the semester, there will be two SAP assignments. You are expected to write a summative analysis of at least 500 words on a topic using primary and secondary sources. A separate handout will detail the assignment's format (font, font size, page layout, citation style, etc.).  

In-Class Examinations (45%)

There will be a midterm (25%) and a final (35%).  The midterm exam will include map questions, identifications, and short answer questions. In the final, I will ask essay questions about larger historical patterns and look for a summative primary and secondary source analysis in your answers.


COURSE CALENDAR & READING ASSIGNMENTS 
(Assignments are subject to change) 

	Week 1
	Defining the “Islamic” City: Spatial Contexts and Historiographical Debates

	June 25  
	~Raymond, Andre. “Spatial Organization of the City.” in The City in the Islamic World. Ed. by Salma Khadra Jayyusi et al., (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2008). : 47-71
~Janet L. Abu-Lughod, “The Islamic City--Historic Myth, Islamic Essence, and Contemporary Relevance,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 19, no. 2 (May 1, 1987): 155–176.

	
	

	Week 2
	Sacred Precedents: Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem

	June 30 July 3
	~ F. E. Peters, “Speculative History of Mecca in The Age of Ignorance”, & “Muhammad: Medina and After”, Mecca: A Literary History of the Muslim Holy Land, (Princeton University Press, 1994): 5-107 
~Jacob Lassner. “The Islamization of Umayyad Jerusalem: The Role of Mu‘āwiyah b. Abī Sufyān” & “‘Abd al-Malik and the Temple Mount: Revisiting S. D. Goitein and Oleg Grabar”, Forging an Islamic City in Spaces Sacred to Christians and Jews. (University of Michigan Press, 2017): 60-96 

	
	

	Week 4
	Baghdad: The First Muslim Metropolis  

	July 7 
July 9
	~Jens Scheiner & Isabel Toral. “The Foundation of Madīnat al-Salām and Its Legends”, Baghdād: From Its Beginnings to the 14th Century, (Brill, 2022): 47-111
~El-Ali, Saleh Ahmed. “The Foundation of Baghdad.” in The Islamic City: A Colloquium. Ed. by Hourani and Stern, (University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1970): 87-101 
~Micheau, Françoise. “Baghdad in the Abbasid Era: A Cosmopolitan and Multi-confessional Capital.” in The City in the Islamic World. Ed. by Jayyusi et al., (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2008): 225-245
~Reuven Snir, Roger Allen, and Abdul Kader El Janabi. Baghdad : The City in Verse, (Selections) 

	
	

	
	SAP #1 Due

	
	

	Week 5
	Cairo: Military-Sharia Alliance in Stone 

	Jul 14  July 16
	~AlSayyad, Nazar. “Fustat-Misr: The City of Arab Islam” &  “Al-Qahira: A Fatimid Palatial Town” Cairo: Histories of a City, (Harvard University Press, 2013): 39-77.
~Abouseif, Doris. “The Mamluk City”, in The City in the Islamic World. Ed. by Salma Khadra Jayyusi et al., (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2008).: 397-216
~Berkey, Jonathan. "Institutions” & “Professors and Patrons: Careers in the Academic World” The Transmission of Knowledge in Medieval Cairo, (Princeton Univ. Press, 1992): 44-128
~Goitein, S.D. “Cairo: An Islamic city in the light of the Geniza documents”, in Middle Eastern Cities; a Symposium on Ancient, Islamic, and Contemporary Middle Eastern Urbanism. Ed. by Ira M Lapidus, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1969).: 80-96

	
	

	Week 6
	

	July 21 
	Midterm & Film

	
	

	July 23 
	Istanbul: An Imperial Capital Repurposed

	
	~Shirineh Hamadeh & Cigdem Kafescioglu. “Early Modern Istanbul”, A Companion to Early Modern Istanbul, (Brill, 2021): 1-25 
~Kafescioglu, Cigdem. “Constructing the City: Architecture and Its Audiences” Constantinopolis/Istanbul: Cultural Encounter, Imperial Vision and the Construction of the Ottoman Capital, (Penn State Press, 2009): 53-143

	
	

	Week 7
	

	July 28  
	~Cemal Kafadar. “The City Opens Your Eyes Because It Wants to Be Seen”, A Companion to Early Modern Istanbul, ed. Hamadeh & Kafescioglu, (Brill, 2021): 25-63 
~Kuban, D., Istanbul. An Urban History. Byzantion, Constantinopolis, Istanbul. Istanbul, 1996. (Selections)
~Thys-Senocak, Lucienne.  “The Gendered City.” in The City in the Islamic World. Ed. by Jayyusi et al., (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2008): 877-893

	
	

	July 30
	Field Trip: Topkapi Palace

	
	

	Week 8
	Isfahan: Forging Shiʿism, State, and Urban Space 

	Aug. 4 Aug. 6
	~Gaube, Heinz. “Iranian Cities” in The City in the Islamic World. Ed. by Salma Khadra Jayyusi et al., (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2008).: 159-180
~Newman, Andrew. “Monumental Challenges: Reign of Abbas I” in Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian Empire (I.B Tauris, 2009), 50-72
~Kathryn Babayan, The City as Anthology: Eroticism and Urbanity in Early Modern Isfahan, (UT Press, 2021), (Selections) 
~Gregorian, Vartan. “Minorities of Isfahan: The Armenian Community of Isfahan 1587-1722.” Iranian Studies, Vol.7, No. ¾, Studies on Isfahan: Proceedings of the Isfahan Colloquium, Part II (Summer – Autumn, 1974), pp.652-680

	
	

	
	SAP#2 Due

	
	

	Week 9
	Modernization: End of Islamic Metropolitanism? 

	Aug. 11
	~ Arnauld, Jean-Luc. “Modernization of the Cities of the Ottoman Empire” in The City in the Islamic World. Ed. by Salma Khadra Jayyusi et al., (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2008).: 953-975
~ Inal, Onur. “The Gateway: Reshaping Urban Space”, in Gateway to the Mediterranean: An Environmental History of Late Ottoman Izmir, (Cambridge, 2025): 169 - 190
~ Petruccioli, Attilio. “Algiers. The colonial city”, in The City in the Islamic World. Ed. by Jayyusi et al., (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2008).:993-1009
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