AE 111 Critical Skills in English I
Boğaziçi University – Summer 2026 Syllabus

Instructor: Ömer Faruk Peksöz
Contact: omer.peksoz@boun.edu.tr

[bookmark: course-description]Course Description:
By focusing on a variety of themes, this course aims to help students become critical readers capable of evaluating written and visual materials to formulate well-reasoned arguments. We will engage with non-fiction texts across multiple genres, exploring how issues of race, class, gender, and identity are represented and employed.
The course raises questions about culture as both a system and a lived practice, traditional gender roles, and how social norms shape individual experiences. Through interdisciplinary analysis of literature and art, we will study themes, settings, and characterizations to understand how people express, shape, and comment on their social and cultural environments.
Weekly readings will provide a basis for critiquing pre-existing constructions of identity and for discussing how these constructions are reflected in everyday life. Emphasizing critical evaluation and analysis, the course encourages students to actively participate in class discussions, articulate their perspectives, and develop informed, nuanced interpretations of cultural and literary texts.
[bookmark: course-aims-and-objectives]Course Aims and Objectives
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
Critical Reading and Analysis: 
· Develop skills to interpret and evaluate written and visual materials across genres. 
· Identify themes, motifs, and characterizations in texts and visual media. 
· Analyze how issues of race, class, gender, and identity are represented and challenged.
Cultural Literacy and Interdisciplinary Understanding: 
· Examine culture as both a system and lived practice. 
· Explore how social norms and traditions shape individual and collective experience. 
· Integrate literary and visual texts to understand broader cultural contexts.
Communication and Argumentation: 
· Formulate clear, well-reasoned arguments in discussion and written work. 
· Articulate informed perspectives on complex social and literary issues. 
· Engage actively in class discussions, presenting ideas with clarity, creativity, and critical insight.

Language Awareness and Academic Skills: 
· Develop coherent and organized writing supported by textual evidence. 
· Refine presentation and public speaking skills through class presentations. 
· Strengthen the ability to synthesize ideas across multiple texts and media.
[bookmark: course-requirements]Course Requirements
Presentations: Each student will give one presentation (10-15minutes) on a selected topic or text. A topic list will be provided if needed. 
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. More than 10 hours of absence will result in automatic failure and students cannot take the final exam.
Participation: Active engagement in discussions and activities is essential. Original ideas, creativity, and critical analysis are encouraged.
Academic Integrity: All work must be your own. Plagiarism in any form will result in failure of the course.
[bookmark: assessment]Assessment
	Presentation
	30%

	Writing Assignments 
	30%

	Final Exam
	40%


[bookmark: written-work]
Written Work
· Essays must have a clear thesis, organized arguments, coherent ideas, and textual support.
· Include examples from assigned readings and integrate multiple texts collectively.
· Use direct quotations when necessary and weigh arguments alongside textual evidence.
[bookmark: presentations]Presentation
· Identify 3 key messages and questions to engage the audience.
· [bookmark: class-schedule]Use stories, examples, visuals, and expert opinions to illustrate points.






Class Schedule
	
	Dates

	Topics

	Reading materials


	1
	June 24 - 25
	Introduction to the course
Home as myth vs lived reality (nostalgia, disillusionment)
	Overview of the syllabus 

“On going Home”
by Joan Didion

	2
	June 30 – July 2
	Food, caregiving, and family intimacy
Immigration, cultural identity, and belonging
	“Coming home again”
by Chang Rae-Lee

	3
	July 7 - 9
	Family secrets, sexuality, and self-discovery. Memory, evidence, and the reliability of autobiography
	From Fun Home
by Alison Bechdel

	4
	July 14 - 16
	Family conflict, communication breakdown, and resentment
	“Loggerheads”
by David Sedaris

	5
	July 21 - 23
	Racial identity, self-definition, and agency
Racism, dignity, and collective resilience
	“How it feels to be colored me” by Zora Neale Hurston
“Graduation” 
by Maya Angelou

	6
	July 28 - 30
	Poverty, homelessness, and survival strategies
Consumer culture, waste, and social invisibility
	“On Dumpster Diving”
by Lars Eighner

	7
	August 4 - 6
	Presentations
	Q & A following presentations

	8
	August 11-12
	Presentations
	Review for final exam




