AE 101 English for Academic Purposes

Instructor: Ömer Faruk Peksöz                                                                                         			              Office:  JF 216
e-mail: omer.peksoz@bogazici.edu.tr                                                                           				Office Hours:  by appointment

Course Description:
AE 101 aims to support and guide students in becoming active and autonomous lifelong learners and thinkers. Central to the course are analysis, argumentation and evaluation. Within the framework of scholarly articles on contemporary topics, the course offers extensive practice to facilitate the acquisition and further development in academic reading, listening, speaking and writing skills. Throughout the course, students learn to communicate effectively in both written and spoken forms of English, to analyze academic texts with a critical eye, and to voice their ideas and opinions confidently and in a way that meets universal academic ethical standards. 

Course Objectives: 
Reading Skills: (Students will be able to)
-Comprehend content, as well as identifying main and supporting ideas, purpose, structure and intended audience
-Identify references, inferences, arguments, stance, facts and opinions
-Analyze and evaluate information from different texts and use it as support in writing and/or speaking

Writing Skills: (Students will be able to)
-Create outlines, summarize, paraphrase 
-Produce coherent, logical, organized, well-developed responses to task questions 
-Support arguments with examples, explanations, references, statistics etc.

Listening Skills: (Students will be able to)
-Listen for main ideas and supporting details
-Listen for a specific purpose
-Listen and take notes for further study/analysis
-Evaluate and synthesize information from a recording/video and use it as support in writing and/or speaking


Speaking Skills: (Students will be able to)
-Participate in discussions using discussion language
-Express and justify opinions 
-Speak in relatively error-free, fluent, and understandable English
-Give informal presentations

Competencies: By the end of the course, students are expected to develop competencies such as communication, collaboration, responsibility and critical thinking for their personal and academic growth.

Course Requirements: 
· Students are expected to come on time. Latecomers will not be admitted until break time. 
· Students are expected to be not only physically but also mentally present.
· NO SCREEN policy: Class materials must be printed out, and all devices must be out of sight.
· Attendance is obligatory. 10 class hours of absence is the limit. Failure to attend more than 10 class hours will cause the absentee to fail the course. 
· It is crucial to follow the deadlines for every task. No extension will be allowed for late submissions unless there is an official medical report. 
· It is students’ own responsibility to catch up with the class and to make up for any content covered in their absence. Missing the class does not exempt students from turning in assignments. There will be no make-up for missing any graded task without a medical report.
· Any form of plagiarism is an automatic F.
· Students are required to check their BOUN email regularly as the instructor may send announcements and materials to be used in the class through email.
· Students are required to check their Moodle page regularly to ensure complete access to course material.

Academic Integrity
It is the responsibility of students to observe the principles of academic integrity and avoid unethical practices (plagiarism or other types of academic misconduct). Any form of plagiarism (taking someone else’s language and/or ideas without proper acknowledgement) is grounds for failure. 
See the Student Rights and Responsibilities defined by the Boğaziçi University Ethical Committee:
https://boun.edu.tr/en_US/Content/About_BU/Governance/Councils_Boards_and_Committees/Ethics_Committees/Student_Rights_and_Responsibilities 


Assessment:
	Participation: Oral and Written Tasks 60%
Final 40%



I. Tasks
Vocabulary Quiz: A vocabulary quiz comprising the Academic Word List (from the EAP website) (10 points)
Writing assignments: Weekly writing exercises. Students are expected to submit all assignments on time. If you submit all assignments on time, you get the full 20 points.
Presentation: 7-minute talk arguing for a point
II. Final exam
Students will be assessed on all the skills acquired throughout the semester and will be asked to demonstrate these by writing academic responses to task questions. Students will be required to demonstrate that they can write cohesive academic texts which address the topic and reflect thoughtful organization, clarity of meaning, connected ideas and arguments, and critical thinking.
Term Totals will be interpreted as follows:
	Grade
	
	%

	AA
	Excellent
	90-100

	BA
	Good-Excellent
	85-89

	BB
	Good
	80-84

	CB
	Average-Good
	75-79

	CC
	Average
	70-74

	DC
	Weak-Average
	65-69

	DD
	Weak
	60-64

	F
	Fail
	0-59



Grading for both the tasks and the term total is ABSOLUTE; bell curve grading is not used.
Syllabus:
	Weeks
	Theme 1: Conservation

	1
(June 24-25)
	Meeting the class & Introduction of the objectives, syllabus, materials, assessment criteria and class rules
Introducing Class Discussion Language
Rd Skills: Identifying a main argument / Distinguishing fact from opinion
Wr Skills: Paragraph structure and unity / Impersonal statements / Write an argumentative essay
L & Sp: Class / group discussion on the topic

	2
(June 30-July 1-2)
	Theme 2: Design

	
	Rd Skills: Taking notes in outline form / Challenging ideas in a text
Wr Skills: Structuring a summary-response essay / Writing a conclusion
L & Sp: Class / group discussion on the topic

	3
(July 7-9)
	Theme 3: Privacy 

	
	Rd Skills: Prevewing a text / Identifying perspective and purpose
Wr Skills: Write a problem-solution essay
L & Sp: Class / group discussion on the topic

	4
(July 14-16)
	Theme 4: Business

	
	Rd Skills: Working out meaning from context 
Wr Skills: Write a compare and contrast essay
L & Sp: Class / group discussion on the topic





	5 
(July 21-23)
	Theme 5: Psychology

	
	Rd Skills: Annotating a text / Interpreting quotes / Understanding key vocabulary
Wr Skills: Citing quoted material / Write an expository essay
L & Sp: Class / group discussion on the topic

	6 
(July 28-30)
	Recap / Vocabulary Quiz

	7 
(August 4-6)
	Presentations

	8
(August 11-12)
	Presentations / Review for final exam



Production and Assessment:	
														%
											
Week 6		Vocabulary Quiz									20
Week 1 - 5		Weekly writing assignments							20					
Weeks 7, 8		Compulsory Presentation – Arguing for a point					20
______________________________________________________________________________________
Participation Total									60		
Finals			FINAL	EXAM ESSAY									40
