
Boğaziçi University Psychology Master’s 

and PhD Programs



MA/ PhD Application Process

❖ Application Dates for 2022 Fall Semester:

April 18 – June, 13 2022

❖  Online Application System: 
http://adaylar.boun.edu.tr/en-EN/Home 

✔ Everyone who satisfies the minimum requirements will be 

eligible for the written exam, only those who pass the written 

exam will be eligible for the oral exam/interview. 

http://adaylar.boun.edu.tr/en-EN/Home


http://www.adaylar.boun.edu.tr/en-EN/Page/Admissions/Graduate/Psychology

MA Application



PhD Application



PhD Application



http://www.adaylar.boun.edu.tr/en-EN/Page/Admissions/Graduate/Psychology

Make sure you clearly write 
on top of your Statement of 
Purpose which 
sub-discipline 
(Biopsychology; Cognitive Psychology; 
Developmental Psychology) 

you are applying for under the 
Psychological Sciences.

MA/PhD Application



MA PROGRAMS

❖ Psychological Sciences 
(marked as “Psychology” on the online application system)

❖  Neuroscience/ Biopsychology

❖  Cognitive Psychology

❖  Developmental Psychology 

     
  Quota: 35 (Main class) + 3 (English preparatory class)



MA Application: ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 

❖ English Proficiency:  
  BUEPT or 

TOEFL®  550, TWE 4.5 or 
TOEFL®  (IBT) 79, TWE 22 or
IELTS Academic 6.5, Academic Writing: 6.5

⚫ If you do not have ALES*/GRE or English proficiency scores 
ready by application deadline, your acceptance will be 
“conditional acceptance” and you will be required to deliver the 
documents until official registration date. Please check the 
academic calendar for the dates. 

*You can choose only “ALES-May” in the application system. Later ones are not accepted. 



MA Application Criteria

❖ GPA >= 2.75  

from the last graduated program 
(undergraduate or graduate)

❖ Remedial:  1-year “fast-track” undergraduate program

For those with a non-Psychology background, sometimes 
even for those with a Psychology BA which is not up to our 
level... 



Psikolojik Bilimler YÜKSEK LİSANS Programı

https://psychology.boun.edu.tr/content/graduate-students



Psikolojik Bilimler YÜKSEK LİSANS Programı



Some critical points:

• Accepted graduate students are expected to be full-time students; even working part-time is 
impossible due to the denseness of the MA Program,

• Professors often do have grants to fund at least some of the incoming students around the 2nd 
term;

Psychological Sciences MA Program



Psychological Sciences MA Program



PHD  Programs

Psychological Sciences

•  Neuroscience/ Biopsychology 
•  Cognitive Psychology
•  Developmental Psychology

❖ Quota: 15 
(No quota for Englisy preparatory class)



PHD Programs: Research Proposal 

• In English (max. 3000 words)

• High in originality, theoretically meaningful, and 
doable;

• Abstract with 150-200 words, literature review, 
method, quantitative analysis proposal;

• APA style

• For more questions 🡪 psy@boun.edu.tr  



Psychological Sciences PHD Program

⚫ Students are expected to complete 7 courses and upon 
passing the qualifications, they are expected to carry out 
dissertation related research.

 
⚫ The 7 course requirements include a Ph.D. level seminar, 

completion of first and second year projects (3 courses), 
and two graduate seminars.

⚫ There are some funding opportunities available. Please 
contact the director of Psychological Sciences Doctoral 
Program Ayşecan Boduroğlu for more information 
about the program.

https://psychology.boun.edu.tr/AysecanBoduroglu


http://www.psychology.boun.edu.tr/people.html

Psychology Dept. Faculty Members



Research Facilities
❖ Our department offers opportunity to do research in 

all the sub-fields of the psychology. 

❖ 7 research laboratories in 6 different fields:
• Behavioral Neuroscience Lab
• PsychoEpiGenetics Lab
• Visual Perception Lab
• Cognitive Processes Lab
• Baby & Child Development Lab (on cognitive-social development)
• Family and Child Reserach Lab (on social-emotional development)
• Social Lab

Research: 
• Is funded by TÜBİTAK, TÜBA, BAGEP, İSTKA and Boğaziçi 

University Funds. 
• Joint research projects with the research teams from abroad 

(Michigan, Leeds, U of Texas, Purdue, SUNY, NYU, Univ. College 
London, Oxford, Boston, Harvard) 



Behavioral Neuroscience Laboratory
  

Faculty Member:  Asst. Prof. Güneş Ünal

https://neuroscience.boun.edu.tr/

https://neuroscience.boun.edu.tr/


Psychoepigenetics Laboratory
Faculty Member:  Asst. Prof. Elif Aysimi Duman

https://peglab.boun.edu.tr/



Visual Perception Laboratory
Faculty Member: Asst. Prof. İnci Ayhan 

https://visionlab.boun.edu.tr/en



Cognitive Processes Laboratory
Faculty Members: Prof. Ali İ.Tekcan, Prof. Ayşecan  Boduroğlu, Asst. Prof. Esra Mungan

https://bouncoglab.wordpress.com/



Baby & Child Developmental Laboratory 
Faculty Member: Asst. Prof. Gaye Soley 
https://bcl.boun.edu.tr



Family and Child Research Lab 
Faculty Members:  Prof. Feyza Çorapcı, Asst. Prof. Deniz Tahiroğlu

https://psychology.boun.edu.tr/content/developmental-lab

https://ailecocuk.boun.edu.tr/tr

https://psychology.boun.edu.tr/content/developmental-lab


Social Psychology Laboratory
Faculty Members: Asst. Prof. Nur Soylu Yalçınkaya
https://socpsy.boun.edu.tr/



Thesis Samples
Cognitive Psychology

with the supervision of Prof. Ali İ. Tekcan
• Investigating autobiographical memory in relation to attachment anxiety 

and avoidance: Self-defining memories across relational context – Müge 
Özbek Akçay

• The role of direct and generative retrieval in access to involuntary and 
voluntary autobiographical memories – Pınar Ersoy

with the supervision of Prof. Ayşecan Boduroğlu
• Temporal processing of visual information and its influence on visual 

working memory representation– Turgut Coşkun
• The role of self-referencing on feeling of knowing judgments- Didem 

Pehlivanoğlu

with the supervision of Asst. Prof. Esra Mungan
• Tonal grounds for short term melody recognition in 5-tone sequences – 

Alperen Karan
• Rethinking rhythm in language and music:  Can duration prime rhythm in 

metrical speech? – Züheyra Tokaç



Thesis Samples

Developmental Psychology

with the supervision  of Prof. Feyza Çorapçı
• Effects of second language exposure in the preschool context on first 

language skills and executive functions of 4 and 5 year olds – Aslı Aktan 
Erciyes

with the supervision of Asst. Prof. Gaye Soley
• The role of inter-group biases in children‘s acquisition of information 

about others‘ personality characteristics – Pınar Aldan

with the supervision of Asst. Prof. Deniz Tahiroğlu
• Cognitive and social correlates of saving behavior in early childhood 

and adulthood – Ege Kamber



Thesis Samples
Social Psychology

with the supervision of Asst. Prof. Nur Soylu Yalçınkaya
• Implications of femininity threat for support for transgender rights and 

gender-specific system justification– Özlem Şahin

Biopsychology
with the supervision of Asst. Prof. Elif Aysimi Duman

• The effect of socioeconomic status and 5-HTTLPR on preschoolers’ social 
competence and diurnal cortisol levels –  R. Nehir Mavioğlu

with the supervision of Assoc. Prof. Güneş Ünal
• A shea butter-based ketamine ointment: The ameliorative effects of 

transdermal ketamine on behavioral despair –  Merva Akan



Future career opportunities with a MA degree 
in PsychSci...

❖ MA 🡪 PhD 🡪 Academic Career…

❖ Public Opinion Research Firms

❖ Human Resources

❖ Schools / Kindergartens

❖ Other Educational Institutions 

❖ Marketing



MA Alumni now PhD candidates or graduates

❖ Güneş Kutlu, M.A. (’08)–Duke University, Ph.D. (Behavioral Neuroscience)

❖ Onur İyilikçi, M.A. (’09)–Johns Hopkins University, Ph.D. (Neuroscience)

❖ Taha Bilge, M.A. (‘10) – Vanderbildt University, Ph.D. (Cognitive)

❖ Ceren Günsoy, M.A. (‘11) – Iowa State University, Ph.D. (Social)

❖ Burcu Ünlütabak, M.A. (‘12) – Lehigh University, Ph.D. (Psycholinguistics)

❖ Didem Pehlivanoğlu, M.A. (‘12) – Georgia Institute of Technology, Ph.D. (Cognitive)

❖ Irmak Olcaysoy, M.A. (‘12) – Lehigh University, Ph.D. (Social)

❖ Yelda Semizer, M.A. (’13) – Rutgers University, Ph.D. (Cognitive)

❖ Müge Özbek, M.A. (‘14) – Aarhus University, Ph.D. (Cognitive)

❖ Erdem Ozan Meral, M.A. (’17) – Tilburg University (Social)

❖ Nehir Mavioğlu, M.A. (‘18) – Ulm University, Ph.D. (Biological)

❖ Mustafa Fırat, M.A. (‘19) – University of  Alberta, Ph.D. (Social)



MA Alumni now PhD candidates or graduates

❖ Taha Bilge, cogM.A. (‘10) – Vanderbildt University, Ph.D. (Cognitive)

❖ Onur İyilikçi, bioM.A. (’09)–Johns Hopkins University, Ph.D. (Neuroscience)

❖ Güneş Kutlu, bioM.A. (’08)–Duke University, Ph.D. (Behavioral Neuroscience)

❖ ...

Graduates from previous years are doing their post-docs in international universities or 

working as academicians throughout different places in world


