Guidelines for the PhD Qualifying Exam

As for part of the fulfillment of the PhD Qualifying Exam:
(I) The student will submit a written document regarding his/her PhD research content.  In this document, the student will propose a new research idea based on the latest, state of the art knowledge in the field.  The document should convince the jury that the topic, research problem, and research plan or solution to the problem are important to the field and society, and should clearly state all innovative aspects of the research by contrasting it with already existing knowledge.       
The contents of the written document are organized by the following 6 sections.  Each section has a maximum space limit:
i. Present an abstract/summary of your work.  Include an opening/background, the problem/gap you are addressing, and your overall solution/goal, central hypothesis, specific aims, approach/objectives, and impact of achievements.  References are not required in the summary.  Max. 1 page.
ii. State the significance/importance of your topic, the problems/gaps you are addressing, and your overall solution to the problems/gaps, providing a rationale based on existing literature and/or preliminary data.  Max. 2 pages.
iii. State all innovative aspects of your work, such as developing new methods and finding new solutions, using existing methods in novel ways, or proposing new paradigms and ways of thinking.  Innovations are contrasted with existing literature.  Max. 2 pages. 
iv. Outline your approach, including experiments, methods, protocols, research design, variables, specific hypotheses/expectations, statistical approaches, timelines of experiments and overall.  Max. 3 pages.
v. Outline the potential limitations and solutions of your work.  Max. 1 page.
vi. State the impact/contributions of your work a) within the narrow research context and b) more broadly.  Max. 1 page.
It is required that the student develops the concept research ideas at the time he/she is newly enrolled in the PhD program, and grows them into a well-thought-out research line while completing the course work, in particular, the Guided Research course.  The written document is expected to reflect this level. The deadline for submission will be announced by the Examiners' Committee, in the beginning of each academic semester.
The student passes the written exam when all questions are answered diligently, the student demonstrates a thorough understanding of the topic, the project shows a good level of maturation, is feasible and novel, and the exam is well written.  
(II) The student will undertake an oral exam subsequent to his/her prospective success in the written PhD Qualifying Exam.
The student will be considered qualified to continue with his/her PhD research provided that the following content is established by the Examiners' Committee at the time of the oral exam: 
1. The student has addressed all feedback and open questions from the written exam.
2. The project has matured further as evidenced by clear statements about the significance and novelty of the research to be conducted, and the rationale on which it is based.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. The student demonstrates sufficient knowledge of the approach and methods that will be used to conduct the PhD research. 
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