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FBE REFERENCE FORMATTING GUIDE 
 
 
A – Enumerated Reference List 
 
Cita&on in text 
 

• References should be numbered in their order of appearance in the main text 
• References in the text should be indicated by Arabic numerals in square brackets, e.g., [7] 
• Two consecuBve numbers should be listed in the same bracket, separated by a comma, e.g., [6, 7| 
• Three or more consecuBve references should be indicated as a range, e.g., [8-12] 
• NonconsecuBve references should be listed separately in square brackets, separated by a comma, e.g.,[5], [12] 
• CombinaBons are possible, e.g., [6], [8-12], [17]   but not    [6,8-12, 17] 
 
 
Reference list 
 

• References should be listed in the order by which they first occur in the main text. 
• References should be formaNed according to the style guide below. 
• The reference text should be separated from the reference number by a space (tab/second line indentaBon). 
• Subsequent references should be separated from each other by one line of empty text. 
 
Example: Reference list forma3ng style 
 

1. Watson, J. D., The Double Helix: A Personal account of the Discovery of the Structure of DNA, Athenaeum, 
New York, 1968. 

 

2. Alberts, B., A. Johnson, J. Lewis, M. Raff, K. Roberts, and P. Walter, Molecular Biology of the Cell, Fourth 
EdiBon, Garland Publishing, New York, 2002. 

 
3. Sagan, L., “On the Origin of Mitosing Cells”, Journal of TheoreEcal Biology, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 255-274, 1967. 
 
4. Hartwell, L. H., J. Culoi, J. R. Pringle, and B. J. Reid, “GeneBc Control of the Cell Division Cycle in Yeast”, 

Science, Vol. 183, No. 4120, pp. 46-51, 1974. 
 
 
 
 
 
Books 
 

Author, A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C. C. Author, Book Title, [EdiBon, if not first], Publisher, City, Year. 
 

 
 

Example: Book - single author  
 

Watson, J. D., The Double Helix: A Personal Account of the Discovery of the Structure of DNA, Athenaeum, New 
York, 1968. 
 
Example: Book - mulEple authors, late ediEon 
 

Alberts, B., A. Johnson, J. Lewis, M. Raff, K. Roberts, and P. Walter, Molecular Biology of the Cell, Fourth EdiBon, 
Garland Publishing, New York, 2002. 
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Journal Ar&cle  
 

Author, A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C. C. Author, “ArBcle Title”, Journal Name, Volume, Issue, Page range, Year.  
 

 
 

Example: Journal ArEcle - single author 
 

Sagan, L., “On the Origin of Mitosing Cells”, Journal of TheoreEcal Biology, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 255-274, 1967. 
 
Example: Journal ArEcle - mulEple authors 
 

Hartwell, L. H., J. Culoi, J. R. Pringle, and B. J. Reid, “GeneBc Control of the Cell Division Cycle in Yeast”, Science, 
Vol. 183, No. 4120, pp. 46-51, 1974. 
 
 
Conference Proceedings 
 

Author A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C. C. Author, “ArBcle Title”, Conference name, [Editors, if exist], LocaBon, 
[Volume, if exist], Page range, Year. 
 
Example: Conference Proceeding - full length 
 

Doe, J., and B. G. Smith, “An ExplanaBon for Everything”, XXIIth InternaEonal Conference on Astrophysics, edited 
by Jones, P. G., D. G. Hubbard, and F. Storm, Vol. 12, Palo Alto, USA, p. 27, 2002. 
 
 
Preprints 
 

Author, A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C.C. Author, “Preprint Title”, Archive and preprint number, Year. 
 
Example: Preprint 
 

Doe J., P. G. Miller and F. R. Smith, “Old Tricks, New Dogs: Challenges of Text Formaing in the Digital Age”, bioRxiv 
2023.05.10.XXX, 2023.  
 
 
Disserta&ons 
 

Author, A. A., DissertaEon Title, Ph.D. Thesis [or M.S. Thesis], University Name, Year. 
 
Example: DissertaEon 
 

Feynman, R. P., The Principle of Least AcEon in Quantum Mechanics, Ph.D. Thesis, Princeton University, 1942. 
 
 
Websites 
 

Author, A. A. [and/or Name of OrganizaBon], “Title of the Web Material”, Year, URL, access date. 
 
Example: Personal website 
 

Miller, P. G., “The Work of John Doe”, 2020, hNp://www.millerblog.org, accessed on May 3, 2023. 
 
Example: Wikipedia 
 

Wikipedia, “John Doe”, hNps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Doe, accessed on May 4, 2023. 
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Handbooks 
 

Name of Manual/Handbook, xth ed. Name of Publishing Company, LocaBon, Month. Year, [Page range, if 
relevant]. Access date. 
 
Example: Handbook 
 

The MakerBot Replicator Desktop 3D Printer (Fiqh GeneraBon Model) User Manual, MakerBot Industries, 
Brooklyn, NY, 2014. Accessed on June 23, 2021. 
 
 
Patents 
 

Owner, A. A., B. B. Owner, …, C. C. Owner, ”Title of the Patent”, U.S. Patent Number, Month Day, Year. URL or 
Database Name, access date. 
 
Example: Patent 
 

Shatner W., L. a. Christel, D. A. Borkholder and S. J. Young, “Apparatus for Analysis of a Nucleic Acid AmplificaBon 
ReacBon”, U.S. Patent 6942971 B2, September 13, 2005. hNps://www.google.com/patents/US6942971, 
Accessed on December 12, 2017. 
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B – First Author Name Reference List 
 
Cita&on in text 
 

• Single author references should be given as (Author Name, Year) in brackets, e.g., (Smith, 1992) 
• Two author references should be given as (Author and Author, Year), e.g., (Smith and Doe, 2002) 
• Three or more author references should be given as (First Author Name et al., Year), e.g., (Miller et al.,  2023) 
• MulBple references should be included in the same bracket, separated by a semicolon in order of publicaBon 
   e.g., (Smith, 1992; Smith and Doe, 2002; Miller et al., 2023) 
  but not 
  (Miller et al., 2023, Smith, 1992; Smith and Doe, 2002) 
 
 
Reference list 
 

• References should be listed alphabeBcally by First Author Last Name. 
• Subsequent references should be separated from each other by one line of empty text. 
• The first line should be aligned to the leq margin of the page. 
• Subsequent lines should be indented. 
• References should be formaNed according to the style guide below. 
 
Example: Reference list forma3ng style 
 

Alberts, B., A. Johnson, J. Lewis, M. Raff, K. Roberts, and P. Walter, 2002, Molecular Biology of the Cell, Fourth 
EdiBon, Garland Publishing, New York. 

 
Hartwell, L. H., J. Culoi, J. R. Pringle, and B. J. Reid, 1974, “GeneBc Control of the Cell Division Cycle in Yeast”, 

Science, Vol. 183, No. 4120, pp. 46-51. 
 
Sagan, L., 1967, “On the Origin of Mitosing Cells”, Journal of TheoreEcal Biology, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 255-274. 
 
Watson, J. D., 1968, The Double Helix: A Personal account of the Discovery of the Structure of DNA, Athenaeum, 

New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
Books 
 

Author, A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C. C. Author, Year, Book Title, [EdiBon, if not first], Publisher, City. 
 

 
 

Example: Book - single author  
 

Watson, J. D., 1968, The Double Helix: A Personal Account of the Discovery of the Structure of DNA, Athenaeum, 
New York. 
 
Example: Book - mulEple authors, late ediEon 
 

Alberts, B., A. Johnson, J. Lewis, M. Raff, K. Roberts, and P. Walter, 2002, Molecular Biology of the Cell, Fourth 
EdiBon, Garland Publishing, New York. 
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Journal Ar&cle  
 

Author, A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C. C. Author, Year, “ArBcle Title”, Journal Name, Volume, Issue, Page range.  
 

 
 

Example: Journal ArEcle - single author 
 

Sagan, L., 1967, “On the Origin of Mitosing Cells”, Journal of TheoreEcal Biology, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 255-274. 
 
Example: Journal ArEcle - mulEple authors 
 

Hartwell, L. H., J. Culoi, J. R. Pringle, and B. J. Reid, 1974, “GeneBc Control of the Cell Division Cycle in Yeast”, 
Science, Vol. 183, No. 4120, pp. 46-51. 
 
 
Conference Proceedings 
 

Author A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C. C. Author, Year, “ArBcle Title”, Conference name, [Editors, if exist], LocaBon, 
[Volume, if exist], Page range. 
 
Example: Conference Proceeding - full length 
 

Doe, J., and B. G. Smith, 2002, “An ExplanaBon for Everything”, XXIIth InternaEonal Conference on Astrophysics, 
edited by Jones, P. G., D. G. Hubbard, and F. Storm, Vol. 12, Palo Alto, USA, p. 27. 
 
 
Preprints 
 

Author, A. A., B. B. Author, …, and C.C. Author, Year, “Preprint Title”, Archive and preprint number. 
 
Example: Preprint 
 

Doe J., P. G. Miller and F. R. Smith, 2023, “Old Tricks, New Dogs: Challenges of Text Formaing in the Digital Age”, 
bioRxiv 2023.05.10.XXX.  
 
 
Disserta&ons 
 

Author, A. A., Year, DissertaEon Title, Ph.D. Thesis [or M.S. Thesis], University Name. 
 
Example: DissertaEon 
 

Feynman, R. P., 1942, The Principle of Least AcEon in Quantum Mechanics, Ph.D. Thesis, Princeton University. 
 
 
Websites 
 

Author, A. A. [and/or Name of OrganizaBon], Year, “Title of the Web Material”, URL, access date. 
 
Example: Personal website 
 

Miller, P. G., 2020, “The Work of John Doe”, hNp://www.millerblog.org, accessed on May 3, 2023. 
 
Example: Wikipedia 
 

Wikipedia, “John Doe”, hNps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Doe, accessed on May 4, 2023. 
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Handbooks 
 

Name of Manual/Handbook, Year, xth ed. Name of Publishing Company, LocaBon, [Page range, if relevant]. 
Access date. 
 
Example: Handbook 
 

The MakerBot Replicator Desktop 3D Printer (Fiqh GeneraBon Model) User Manual, 2014, MakerBot Industries, 
Brooklyn, NY. Accessed on June 23, 2021. 
 
 
Patents 
 

Owner, A. A., B. B. Owner, …, C. C. Owner, Year, ”Title of the Patent”, U.S. Patent Number, Month Day. URL or 
Database Name, access date. 
 
Example: Patent 
 

Shatner W., L. a. Christel, D. A. Borkholder and S. J. Young, “Apparatus for Analysis of a Nucleic Acid AmplificaBon 
ReacBon”, U.S. Patent 6942971 B2, September 13, 2005. hNps://www.google.com/patents/US6942971, 
accessed on December 12, 2017. 
 
 


