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“The state” is an overloaded concept. It is frequently used/mobilized in historical and social analyses despite the fact that the concept is difficult to pin down analytically. Taking the development of the post-World War 2 state as the historical backdrop, this course intends to look at the state from multiple angles, and from various disciplinary standpoints. The goal is to enable students to have a firm and methodologically solid grasp of the different ways to explore, understand and ultimately do research on the state, particularly from developmentalism to neoliberalism. 

While we will talk about various attempts at theorizing the state, Marxist, Weberian, etc., our primary goal will be identifying how these different traditions utilize the notion of the state in their broader research and how they go about researching this rather broad institutional (and discursive) ensemble that we call the state. Exploring the different ways to look at and do research on this rather fuzzy concept, we will reflect on what types of methodological building blocs we need to set up in order to be able to construct, represent and ultimately reach social scientific judgments about this key institution of the modern society. 

To be able to concretize the somewhat abstract discussions, we will be reading examples/ case studies from various parts of the world, as states are transformed in the shift from developmentalism to neoliberalism. Students are expected to keep up with the readings and participate in class discussion. Requirements and distribution of grades are as follows:



1) 6 Response papers							30 %
2) Participation/ attendance 						20 %
(More than 2 absences will negatively 
impact your grade. More than 3 absences is an F)
3) Final research paper (15+ pages) 				50 %

	 

Schedule of Readings (subject to revision)


1	Introduction (Feb. 8)

Theda Skocpol (1985) "Bringing the State Back in: Strategies of Analysis in Current Research" in Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol, eds. Bringing the State Back in (Cambridge), pp. 3-43

Stanley Aranowitz and Peter Bratsis (2002) “State Power, Global Power” in Stanley Aranowitz and Peter Bratsis, eds., State Theory Reconsidered (University of Minnesota Press), xi-xxvii


2/3 	Historical - Sociological Approaches (Feb 15- 22)

Gianfranco Poggi (1978) The Development of the Modern State: A Sociological Introduction (Stanford University Press), Chs. 1-5, pp. 1-116


Charles Tilly (1985) “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime” in Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol, eds. Bringing the State Back in (Cambridge), pp. 169-187

Michael Mann “The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms and Results”

Pierre Bourdieu (1998) “Rethinking the State: Genesis and Structure of the Bureaucratic Field” in Pierre Bourdieu Practical Reason (Stanford University Press) pp. 35-63

Thomas Lemke (2007) “An Indigestible Meal? Foucault, Governmentality and State Theory” Distinktion: Journal of Social Theory (8:2), pp. 43-64


4/5	Capital, Class and the State (March 1-8)

Friedrich Engels (1884) "The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State" in Robert Tucker (ed.) Marx Engels Reader (2nd ed. 1978), pp. 734-759. 

V.I. Lenin (1918) The State and Revolution, Ch. 1, Class Society and the State 

Colin Hay (1999) “Marxism and the State” in Andrew Gamble, David Marsh and Tony Tant, eds. Marxism and Social Science (Palgrave), pp. 152-174


Clyde Barrow (2002) “The Miliband - Poulantzas Debate: An Intellectual History” in Stanley Aranowitz and Peter Bratsis, eds., State Theory Reconsidered (University of Minnesota Press), pp. 3-52

Nikos Poulantzas (1978) State, Power, Socialism (Verso), Introduction

Ralph Miliband (1970) “Lenin’s ‘the State and Revolution’”, Monthly Review 


6/7	Developmental States / Economic Transformations (March 15-22)

Peter Evans (1995) Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation (Princeton), pp. 3-74

Ziya Öniş (1991) “The Logic of the Developmental State”, Comparative Politics (24:1), pp. 109-126


Ha-Joon Chang (2003)  Kicking Away the Ladder: Development Strategy in Historical Perspective (Anthem) pp. 13-68

Vivek Chibber (2006) Locked in Place: State Building and Late Industrialization in India (Princeton), pp. 1-109

Vedat Milor (1990) “The Genesis of Planning in Turkey” New Perspectives on Turkey (4), pp. 1-30


8	Elites, Strategies, and Fields of Power (March 29) 

Pierre Bourdieu and Loic Wacquant (1992) An Invitation to Reflexive Sociology (Polity Press), pp. 94-140

Yves Dezalay and Bryant Garth (2002) The Internationalization of Palace Wars: Lawyers, Economists and the Contest to Transform Latin American States (University of Chicago Press) Chs. 1-5, pp. 1-95


9	The States and Scales of Neoliberalism (April 5)

David Harvey (2007) “Neoliberalism as Creative Destruction” The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science (610) 21-44

David Harvey (2001) “Globalization as Spatial Fix” geographische revue (2) 23-30  
More readings will be added to this week

[bookmark: _GoBack]10	Authoritarian Transformations and the Changing Architecture of States (April 12)

Kanishka Jayasuriya (2006) Reconstituting the Global Liberal Order: Legitimacy and Regulation (Routledge), pp. 1-119. 

Şebnem Oğuz (2015) “Rethinking Globalization as Internationalization of Capital: Implications for Understanding State Restructuring” Science and Society (79:3) pp. 336-362



APRIL 19 SPRING BREAK



11	The Rise of Finance and the State (April 26)

Wolfgang Streeck (2012) Buying Time: The Delayed Crisis of Capitalism (Verso)


12/13	 States (and subjects) of Authoritarian Neoliberalism (May 4-11)

Wolfgang Streeck (2017) “The Return of the Repressed”, New Left Review, 104, pp. 5-18.

Peter Bloom (2016) Authoritarian Capitalism in the Age of Globalization (Edward Elgar), TBA 

Ian Bruff (2014) “The Rise of Authoritarian Neoliberalism” Rethinking Marxism (26:1) pp. 113-129


Sune Sandbeck & Etienne Schneider (2014) “From Sovereign Debt Crisis to Authoritarian Statism: Contradictions of the European State Project” New Political Economy (19:6) 847-871 

Panagiotis Sotiris (2017) “The Authoritarian and Disciplinary Mechanism of Reduced Sovereignty in the EU: The Case of Greece” in Cemal Burak Tansel (ed.) States of Discipline: Authoritarian Neoliberalism and the Contested Reproduction of Capitalist Order (Rowman and Littlefield), pp. 171-188.
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