Pols 487.586  Directed Reading/Research in Political Theory
Spring 2020.  Ilkay Sunar


    Is Democracy Impossible: How is Democracy Possible?
*This is neither a lecture course nor a seminar. It is reading, search and research on political /social
theory of Democracy. 
**To acquaint you with topics that may help you to choose and formulate your research question, below is a list of suggested sources. You can revise them. These sources are available in Dropbox. 
***Each student will choose a topic of research in consultation with the instructor.  We will meet weekly to discuss the progress report which each student will submit. The term paper will be turned in at the end of the semester.
I. Democracy: Quo Vadis
Roger Eatwell and Matthew Goodwin, National Populism: The Revolt Against Liberal Democracy, 2018
S. Levitsky and D. Ziblatt, How Democracies Die, 2018
Robert B. Reich “How Capitalism Is Killing Democracy”, Foreign Policy, 162 (Sep. - Oct., 2007), pp. 38-42
Mark Chou, “Sowing the Seeds of Its Own Destruction: Democracy and Democide in the Weimar Republic
and Beyond”, Theorize, 59/133 (DEC.2012), pp. 21-49
Sheldon Wolin, Politics and Vision,  Ch. 17 (Postmodern Democracy: Virtual or Fugitive?).2004 
Ingeborg Maus. From Nation-State to Global State, or the Decline of Democracy, Constellations, 13/4, 2006.
II. Is Democracy Impossible
Bruce Gilley.  Is democracy possible?, Journal of Democracy, 2009
Elizabeth Rapaport. Is Democracy Possible? American Philosophical Quarterly, 19/ 4 (Oct., 1982), pp. 355-363
Christoph Görg and Joachim Hirsch, Is International Democracy Possible?
Review of International Political Economy,  5/4 (Winter, 1998), pp. 585-615
Peter Euben,  The Polis, Globalization and the Politics of Space, Democracy and Vision, 2001.
Can Democracy Be a Way of Life? Deweyan Democracy and the Problem of Pluralism
Robert B. Talisse, Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society, 39/1 (Winter, 2003), pp. 1-21
Peter Nyers, “What’s left of citizenship?”,  Citizenship Studies, 8/3, Sept 2004
David Held, “Democracy: Past, Present, and Possible Futures”
 Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, 18/3 (Summer 1993), pp. 259-271
III. How is Democracy Possible
Josiah Ober, “ Democracy's Dignity”, The American Political Science Review, 106/4 (November 2012).
David W. McIvor,  “The conscience of a fugitive: Sheldon Wolin and the prospects for radical democracy”,
New Political Science, 2016
Lucy Cane, “Sheldon Wolin and Democracy: Seeing Through Loss”,  New Political Science, 2018
Seyla Benhabib, “Democracy and Difference: Reflections on Metapolitics...” The Journal of Political Philosophy, 2/1, 1994
Chantal Mouffe, “Deliberative Democracy or Agonistic Pluralism?” Social Research, 63/3, (FALL 1999).
Kei Yamamoto, “Beyond the Dichotomy of Agonism and Deliberation: The Impasse of Contemporary Democratic Theory”, 
Carol C. Gould, “Protecting Democracy by Extending It: Democratic Management Reconsidered”, Journal of Social Philosophy,  Spring 2020
Steven Lukes, “Power, Truth and Politics”, Journal of Social Philosophy, Spring 2019
Cigdem Citam, “Unruly Practices: Gezi Protests and the Politics of Friendship”, New Political Science, 2017

“We are condemned to live together.” Albert Camus
“Camus’s Rebel…is the ideal Political Man in the modern world. In the absence of fixed principles, he
nevertheless cherishes unity and distrusts uniformity, respects diversity but resists violent and mutually
destructive conflict, appreciates ambiguity and …resists denunciation and contempt.Norman Jacobson

“In order for freedom to be kept alive–-for the political solution to be left open, devoid of absolute 

demands, and daily recreated–politics must not…be settled once and for all.”  Norman Jacobson
