POLS 536
LITERARY TEXTS AND POLITICS
Course Syllabus (preliminary)
SPRING 2021
Instructor: Zühre Aksoy, Class Meeting: Thursday 11:00-14:00 (We will finalize in the first session) e-mail: zuhre.aksoy@boun.edu.tr

Course Description:
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course is a graduate seminar with the aim to discuss social, political and economic change in different contexts and time through the analysis of three novels. The novels we will focus on are: The Leopard, by Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa; and The Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck, and Raised from the Ground, by Jose Saramago. In addition to the novels, we will read accompanying texts that will provide understanding of the historical and political background to each text, and related discussions on modernity, bourgeois revolutions, agricultural transformation and the Great Depression. Additional readings will be provided.
Requirements:  
Students are expected to come to sessions regularly, read the assigned texts before class, and contribute to discussions. Each session will include presentation of the assigned texts, followed by discussions. There will also be a research paper written by students, and to be submitted at the end of the semester. Grading will be as follows:
Attendance and participation in discussion: % 40
Class presentations: % 30
Research paper: % 30


