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POLS 482. Selected Topics in Comparative Politics: Populism, Democracy and Bonapartism

Course Description:
This course focuses on comparative politics of populism, democracy, bonapartism.  We will work with examples from various countries: however, we will particularly focus on The Emergency Period in India (1975-1977), the fall of the Second French Republic (1848-1851), contemporary Turkey and discuss the relevance of these periods for de-democratization today. The term “Bonapartism” was coined to summarize the experience of the Second French Republic. By the end of this course you will master various empirical and conceptual debates on populism, democracy and bonapartism, and you will also learn a lot about the Second French Republic, India, and Turkey.
 
Course Requirements:
The course will continue as scheduled by the registrar and in hybrid format . Class attendance is mandatory due to the seminar format of the course. A total number of 4 absences—excused or unexcused—will result in a reduction of half a letter grade.  Each class will start with a 10-15 minute student presentation.  Students will choose the reading they would like to present in our first-class meeting. Presentations will consist of an analytical summary of the reading, not necessarily comprehensive and at most lasting half the total presentation time.  The other half of the presentation will consist of raising comparative questions (with previous readings) or general critical questions and/or comments.  The goal of the presentation is to set the stage for class discussion.    Students are expected to do the reading before coming to class.  There will be approximately 50-75 pages of reading for each session.  There will be three 5-page papers assignments, each 30 % of the course grade.  Papers deadlines are always on Fridays: November 5th, December 3rd, January 7th. Paper Topics will be distributed in advance.  Presentation and class participation constitute 10% of your course grade.   Please see handout entitled “Writing Papers” for rules of referencing and definitions of plagiarism. All papers will be put through Turnitin before submission.

Readings:
Session 1	                                 Introduction
Welcome to POLS 482!

Why Compare?
Session 2	Akan, M. (2017). The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey. Columbia University Press. preface, chapter 1 and 2.
Session 3	Akan, Murat, “Capturing Secularism in Turkey: The Ease of Comparison,” in Oxford Handbook of Turkish Politics edited by Güneş Murat Tezcur (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2021).
Session 4 	Akan, Murat, “Looking Beyond ‘Imaginary’ Analytics and Hermeneutics in Comparative Politics,” Philosophy & Social Criticism 43: 4 - 5 (2017).

	Problematization of the Democracy Question
Session 5 	 Giovanni Capoccia, Defending Democracy: Reactions to Extremism in Interwar Europe (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005)
Session 6	Giovanni Capoccia, Defending Democracy: Reactions to Extremism in Interwar Europe (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005)	
Populism
Session 7	Cas Mudde and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser, Populism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017)
Session 8 	Cas Mudde and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser, Populism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017)

Neo-liberalism and Populism
Session 9	 We are watching Documentary “Cartel Bank-Dirty Money” (50 min) in class and you are reading Chatterjee, Partha, I am the People: Reflections on Popular Sovereignty Today (New York: Columbia University, 2019)
Session 10 	We are watching Documentary “Inside Job” (108 minutes) in class and you are reading Chatterjee, Partha, I am the People: Reflections on Popular Sovereignty Today (New York: Columbia University, 2019
Session 11       Chatterjee, Partha, I am the People: Reflections on Popular Sovereignty Today (New York: Columbia University, 2019)
Session 12 	Chatterjee, Partha, I am the People: Reflections on Popular Sovereignty Today (New York: Columbia University, 2019)

Stretching Populism Left and Right
Session 13 	Chantal Mouffe, For A Left Populism (New York: Verso, 2018).
Session 14 	Chantal Mouffe, For A Left Populism (New York: Verso, 2018); Rosanvallon, Pierre, A Reflection on Populism, Books and Ideas, 2011.

Historicizing Populism
Session  15	Federico Finchelstein, From Fascism to Populism in History (Oakland: 
University of California Press, 2017).
Session  16	Federico Finchelstein, From Fascism to Populism in History (Oakland: 
University of California Press, 2017).

Turkey: Is this Populism?
Session  17	Akan, Murat “Floating Sophia, Polarizing to Abeyance, Waqf-izing the State,” Journal of Muslims in Europe, 10:2 (2021).

The Fall of the Second French Republic: Bonapartism and
its relevance for Populism
Session  18  	Agulhon, Maurice The Republican Experiment 1848-1852. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1 -73.
Session  19  	Agulhon, Maurice, The Republican Experiment 1848-1852. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1 -73
Session  20 	Maurice Agulhon, The Republican Experiment 1848-1852. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 73-166; Karl Marx, 1869. 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. New York: International Publishers, chapters 1-4.
Session  21     Maurice Agulhon, The Republican Experiment 1848-1852. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 73-166.

The Emergency India (1975-1977)
Session  22      Prakash, Gyan, Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and 
Democracy’s Turning Point (London: Penguin Books, 2018) 
Session  23     Prakash, Gyan, Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and 
Democracy’s Turning Point (London: Penguin Books, 2018) 
Session  24     Prakash, Gyan, Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and 
Democracy’s Turning Point (London: Penguin Books, 2018) 
Session  25	Prakash, Gyan, Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and 
Democracy’s Turning Point (London: Penguin Books, 2018) 
Session  26       Prakash, Gyan, Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Democracy’s Turning Point (London: Penguin Books, 2018) 
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