

POLS 472
COMPARATIVE POLITICAL SYSTEMS
SPRING 2022
Monday 16:00-16:50
Thursday 15:00-16:50
[bookmark: _GoBack](Tentative)

Instructor: Mert Arslanalp
Email: mert.arslanalp@boun.edu.tr
Office: IB 508
Office Hours: by appointment
Assistant: 
Email: 


Course Description: 

This course is an advanced level comparative examination of political institutions, actors, and cleavages in democratic and authoritarian systems. It intends to familiarize the students with the current theoretical debates in the institutional study of politics and provide an overview of key tenets of political systems in various countries. It specifically looks at the effects of institutional design, the dynamics of change and continuity and historical determination concerning institutions such as executive-legislative relations, electoral systems, parties, courts, and territorial organization, and the state in general. 

Course Requirements:

The lectures will be conducted on Zoom. Lectures will be recorded and posted on Moodle. 
Students are expected to do the reading before coming to class.  
Students are expected to attend but I will not take attendance. 

Course evaluation will be based on:

1. Participation and Pop Quizzes via Moodle: 10 % 
I will use Moodle to conduct short pop quizzes asking basic questions on the weekly readings and lectures. The number of quizzes is not set. 

2.  Discussion Questions: 10 %
You are expected to post 5 discussion questions on the weekly readings throughout the semester (You must at least post 2 questions before the midterm exam). The questions must critically engage with at least one reading and demonstrate that you have read the text thoroughly. You may only post one question per week. You must post your question before Thursday lecture time. Questions posted after Thursday lectures will not be accepted.

3. Midterm Exam: 35 % - will cover all lectures and readings until the midterm.  The exam will be conducted on Moodle during class time. 
4.  Final Exam: 45 %- will be cumulative covering all lectures and readings from the beginning of the semester to the end. It will be conducted on Moodle.  Final exam date will be arranged by the registrar.



Cheating and Plagiarism

Cheating and plagiarism during the midterm and the final exam will not be tolerated. Students
should work on their exams independently. The Department of Political Science and International Relations at Bogazici University has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.
1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in
written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs
from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient
acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. For further guidelines, you can consult
http://www.buowl.boun.edu.tr/students/favoidingplagiarism.htm

3. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:
a) an automatic F for the assignment or the exam
b) an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee
c) losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty
d) losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs
e) losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department
The students may further be sent to the University Ethics committee or be subject to disciplinary action.



Schedule of Classes and Readings:


Part 1: Conceptual and Theoretical Foundations


Week 1: Introduction 

Munck, G.L. (2007). “The Past and Present of Comparative Politics” in Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder (eds), Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative Politics, Baltimore, The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2007, pp.32-59

Week 2- Foundations 


Lichbach, M. I. (1997). “Social theory and Comparative Politics” in Mark I. Lichbach and Alan S.Zuckerman (eds) Comparative politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure, Cambridge
University Press, 1997 (1st ed.), pp. 239-276.

Mahoney, J. (2007). Qualitative methodology and comparative politics. Comparative political studies, 40(2), 122-144.


Week 3: Institutions and Institutionalist Approaches

North, D. (1990). Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. Cambridge Univeristy Press, 1-16.


Thelen, K. (1999). Historical institutionalism in comparative politics. Annual review of political science, 2(1), 369-404.

Thelen, K., & Conran, J. (2016). Institutional Change. In The Oxford Handbook of Historical Institutionalism.


Week 4: State Building

Evans, P. B., Rueschemeyer, D., & Skocpol, T. (Eds.). (1985). Bringing the state back in. Cambridge University Press. 3-36

Soifer, H. (2008). State infrastructural power: Approaches to conceptualization and measurement. Studies in Comparative International Development, 43(3-4), 231.

Slater, D. (2010). Ordering power: Contentious politics and authoritarian leviathans in Southeast Asia. Cambridge University Press. 33-52

Week 5: Empirical Applications: Case of State Building in Southeast Asia 

Slater, D. (2010). Ordering power: Contentious politics and authoritarian leviathans in Southeast Asia. Cambridge University Press. Excerpts. 

Capoccia, G. (2016). Critical junctures. The Oxford Handbook of Historical Institutionalism.


Part 2: Key Debates over Democratic Institutions

Week 6: Presidentialism vs Parliamentarism 

Linz, J. J. (1990). The perils of presidentialism. Journal of democracy, 1(1), 51-69.

Mainwaring, S., & Shugart, M. S. (1997). Juan Linz, presidentialism, and democracy: a critical appraisal. Comparative Politics, 449-471.

Fish, M. S. (2006). Stronger legislatures, stronger democracies. Journal of Democracy, 17(1), 5-20.

Pérez-Liñán, A., Schmidt, N., & Vairo, D. (2019). Presidential hegemony and democratic backsliding in Latin America, 1925–2016. Democratization, 26(4), 606-625.

Week 7:  Elections and Parties

Lijphart, A. (1991). Constitutional choices for new democracies. Journal of democracy, 2(1), 72-84.

Ahmed, A. (2010). Reading history forward: The origins of electoral systems in European democracies. Comparative Political Studies, 43(8-9), 1059-1088.

Mainwaring, S., & Torcal, M. (2006). Party system institutionalization and party system theory after the third wave of democratization. Handbook of party politics, 11(6), 204-227.

De Leon, C., Desai, M., & Tuğal, C. (2009). Political articulation: Parties and the constitution of cleavages in the United States, India, and Turkey. Sociological Theory, 27(3), 193-219.

Week 8: Federalism
Stepan, A. C. (1999). Federalism and Democracy: Beyond the US Model. Journal of Democracy.

Midterm


Week 9: Spring Break

Part 3: National Cases

Week 10: United Kingdom

Lijphart, A. (2012). Patterns of democracy: Government forms and performance in thirty-six countries. Yale University Press: 9-29

Ertman, T. (2010). The Great Reform Act of 1832 and British Democratization. Comparative Political Studies, 43(8-9), 1000-1022.

Ford, R., & Goodwin, M. (2017). A Nation Divided. Journal of Democracy, 28(1), 17-30.

Movie: 
I, Daniel Blake (2016)
Peterloo (2018)

 Week 11: Germany

Schmidt, M. G. (2008). Germany: The grand coalition state. In Comparative European Politics, 58-93.

Abedi, A. (2017). We Are Not In Bonn Anymore: The Impact of German Unification on Party Systems at the Federal and Land levels. German Politics, 26(4), 457-479.

Lees, C. (2018). The ‘Alternative for Germany’: The rise of right-wing populism at the heart of Europe. Politics

Movie: 
Good Bye, Lenin (2003)
Head-On (Duvara Karşı) (2004)
Never Look Away (2018)
In the Aisles (2018)

TV Series: Babylon Berlin (2017)


Week 12: United States

Ginsberg et al. (2017). We the People: An Introduction to American Politics,  39-65.

McAdam, D. (2018). Putting Donald Trump in Historical Perspective. The Resistance, edited by Meyer, David S., Tarrow, Sidney, 27-53.

Norris, P., & Inglehart, R. (2019). Cultural backlash: Trump, Brexit, and authoritarian populism. Cambridge University Press. Ch.10 

Broz, J. L., Frieden, J., & Weymouth, S. (2021). Populism in place: the economic geography of the globalization backlash. International Organization.



Movie:
I am not your Negro (2016)
Podcast:
1619 (NYT podcast on the legacy of slavery in the US)
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/23/podcasts/1619-podcast.html

Book:
Notes from No Man’s Land: American Essays (Eula Biss, 2009)
The underground railroad/Yeraltı Demiryolu (Colson Whitehead, 2016)


Week 13: Russia

Levitsky, S., & Way, L. A. (2010). Competitive authoritarianism: Hybrid regimes after the cold war. Cambridge University Press: 1-16, 186-202

Robertson, G. B. (2010). The politics of protest in hybrid regimes: Managing dissent in post-communist Russia. Cambridge University Press: 147-167

Hale, H. E. (2017). Russian patronal politics beyond Putin. Daedalus, 146(2), 30-40.

Robertson, G., & Greene, S. (2017). How Putin Wins Support. Journal of Democracy, 28(4), 86-100.

Movie:
Leviathan (2014)
Loveless (2017)

Book:
A Terrible Country (Keith Gessen, 2018)


Week 14: Last Class-wrap up







o it s

[m—

B S 8 e s S A o 1

. Pargonnd o e Moo 10

s e A ————

S e gt o
g Vo iy i e ek Yot Ot ot vt e bl
ity et e e e e oy s ol b e




