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Course description

The aim of this course is to understand and verify the claim that we are re-living the 1920s and 1930s in terms of the rise of populist and fascistic tendencies throughout the globe. Half of the readings are on or around fascisms and totalitarianisms of the 20th century. We will not be as interested in the historical details of this period, though, since this is not a history class and there is a huge amount of historiographic literature pertaining to the study of 20th century fascism. We will rather focus on analyses that will enable us to conceptualize the forms of violence, domination, and subjection associated with fascism. We will then explore what is today conveniently called “new fascisms” by once again conceptualizing the political, economic and societal ramifications.

Course requirements

Class attendance and reading the assigned material before coming to class are strictly necessary in order to succeed in this course. The evaluation will be based on:

1. Response papers: %30
2. Term paper outline %15
3. Term paper: %40
4. Attendance and reading checks (or pop quizzes): %15

The evaluation criteria for the papers are as following:
1. Correct and relevant use of readings and in-class discussions;
2. Satisfactory analysis;
3. Quality of research (for term paper);
4. Originality and/or personal contribution.

*

Required readings 


Part I: Fascisms 

Readings from fascist leaders, such as:
Mussolini & Gentile, “The Doctrine of Fascism” (excepts)
Hitler, from Mein Kampf (1924) in Ball & Dagger, Ideals and Ideologies, p. 319-334.
Hitler, “National Socialism: Twenty-Five Points” (1920) and “Selected Speeches” (1923-43) in Gould & Truitt, Political Ideologies, p. 113-120.

Readings from scholars of fascism, such as:
Roger Griffin, “‘I am no longer human. I am a Titan. A god!’ The Fascist Quest to Regenerate Time”, A Fascist Century
Griffin, “The Paradoxes of ‘Fascist Modernism’”, Modernism and Fascism, 15-32
Melograni, “Cult of the Duce”
Evans, The Third Reich in Power
Childers, “Social basis of Nazi vote”
Winkler, “German society and illusion of restoration”

Readings from victims and eye witnesses:
G.E.R. Gedye, “Impressions of Hitler’s Germany”, Contemporary Review 143, Jan/June 1933, p. 669-676.
Primo Levi, If This is a man: “The Drowned and the Saved”


Part II: Theorizing fascisms and totalitarianisms

Theories of the total state:
Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political, p. 19-37.
Carl Schmitt, Political Theology, p. 5-15.

Etienne de la Boetie, Discourse of Voluntary Servitude, Part I & III, p. 40-48, 70-79

Readings from the Frankfurt School such as: 
Horkheimer & Adorno, 
Franz Neumann, Behemoth
Walter Benjamin, “Theories of German Fascism”

Readings on totalitarianism, such as:
Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, New York, Meridian Books, 1958, Vol III: Totalitarianism, Chp. 12, Chp. 13, Chp. 14: “Ideology and Terror”

Claude Lefort, The political forms of modern society: bureaucracy, democracy, totalitarianism, Cambridge, Mass., Polity Press, 1986, Chp. 9: “The Image and the Body of Totalitarianism” 

Czeslaw Milosz, The captive mind
Jennifer Culbert, “Judging the Events of our Time”, in Thinking in Dark Times
Kleinberger, “Innere immigration”

Readings from the Marxist interpretation of fascism, such as:
Trotsky: https://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/works/1944/1944-fas.htm
Trotsky, The Struggle against fascism in Germany
Wistrich, “Trotsky’s theory of fascism”
Nicos Poulantzas, 
Dulffer-Bonapartism, fascism

Part III: New Fascisms

Readings from scholars of 21st century fascist groups & regimes, such as:
Roger Griffin, “Fascism’s New Faces (and New Facelessness) in the ‘post-fascist’ Epoch”, A Fascist Century, 
Cass Mudde, “Populist Radical Right Democracy”, Populist Radical Right Parties in Europe, Chp. 6
William Connoly, “Trump, the working class and fascist rhetoric”
Geoff Eley, “Fascism Then and Now”, Socialist Register, Vol. 52, 2016, p. 91-117
Paulo Virno, “Theses on the New European Fascism”
Gordon, “The authoritarian personality revisited”
Arif Dirlik, “Race Talk, Race and Racism”

http://www.rosalux.rs/en/how-do-we-think-about-fascism-today
Part IV: Populisms

Readings on or around the concept of populism, such as:
Ernesto Laclau, On Populist Reason
Margaret Canovan, “Trust the people! Populism and the two faces of democracy” 
Jan-Werner Müller, What is populism? 
Jean Comaroff, “Populism and late liberalism: a special affinity?”
Victor Orban’s speech

Robert Samuels, Psychoanalyzing the Left and Right After Donald Trump: Conservatism, Liberalism, and Neoliberal Populisms, Palgrave-Macmillan, 2016, Chp. 2: “Victim Politics: Psychoanalyzing the Neoliberal Conservative Counter-Revolution”


Part V: Political economy of new fascisms

Readings relating new fascisms to neoliberalism, such as:
Maurizio Lazzarato, The Making of the Indebted Man, Los Angeles, Semiotext(e), 2012, Chp. 1: “Understanding Debt as the Basis of Social Life”, p. 13-36

Wendy Brown, “Neo-liberalism and the End of Liberal Democracy”, Theory and Event, Vol. 7(1), 2003: 1-29

Wendy Brown, Undoing the Demos, Epilogue: “Losing Bare Democracy and the Inversion of Freedom into Sacrifice”, p. 201-222.

Wendy Brown, “American Nightmare”
Konings, “From Hayek to Trump: the logic of neoliberal democracy”
Brenner, “Caught in the whirlwind: Working class families face the crisis”, Socialist Register
Baier, “Europe at the Crossroads: Right populism and reactionary rebellion”
Köves, “Fascism in the age of globalization”


Part VI: Everyday fascisms

Readings on fascist biopolitics, such as:

Michel Foucault, Society Must Be Defended, Chp. 11: “17 March 1976”, p. 239-264.

Michel Foucault, Security, Territory, Population, Chp. 3: “25 January 1978”, p. 55-86.

Thomas Lemke, “The Risks of Security: Liberalism, Biopolitics, and Fear” in Vanessa Lemm and Miguel Vatter, Government of Life: Foucault, Biopolitics and neoliberalism, 

Mark Neocleous, “The fascist moment: security, exclusion, extermination”

Mark Neocleous, “Perpetual War, or ‘War and War Again’: Schmitt, Foucault, fascism”

Yves Winter, “The Siege of Gaza: Spatial Violence, Humanitarian Strategies, and the Biopolitics of Punishment”
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