POLS 424 Social Movements
Spring 2021

Tentative Syllabus
(readings, themes and assignments may change;
 a complete syllabus will be posted on the first day of classes)

Course Requirements:

Classes will be conducted on Zoom synchronously in Seminar format, which means that most classes will be largely based on discussion rather than lecture and they WILL NOT BE RECORDED.

Attendance & Participation- 20 %

Students are expected to regularly attend and participate in classes. I also expect you to turn on your videos unless you have a valid excuse (you may of course momentarily turn off your videos to accommodate the changing circumstances in your house). If these arrangements do not work for you please do not add this course to your program. 


Discussion Questions -10 %
Students are expected to submit discussion questions on Moodle for 10 weeks in total.


Social Movement Movie Reflection Essay- 15%
2-3 page reflection essay analyzing a movie about a social movement/protest event/contentious politics (a list of suggestions will be provided).

Group Project on Social Movements- 55 %
Students will write a project on a social movement of their choice in PAIRS. The project will be completed in several stages throughout the semester with a class presentation at the end. A detailed guideline will be provided.


Introduction

Week 1- Mar. 18: Course Logistics

Week 2- Mar.23-25- Introduction to Social Movements: What are they? Why and How do they matter? 

Jeff Goodwin and James Jasper- “Editors’ Introduction” in The Social Movements Reader: Cases and Concepts.

Tilly- Social Movements, Introduction

Alain Touraine- “An Introduction to the Study of Social Movements,” Social Research 52(4).


Week 3-Mar.30- Apr.1- - Historical Origins: Contentious Politics and Birth of Social Movements

Sidney Tarrow- “Part 1: Birth of Social Movements” in Power in Movement.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hobsbawm-“Social Bandits” in Primitive Rebels

Sam White- “Celali Rebellion” in The Climate of Rebellion in Early Modern Ottoman Empire

Why do Movements Emerge?
 
Week 4- Apr. 6-8- Grievances, Interests, and Resources

Gustave Le Bon- Excerpts from The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind.

Doug McAdam- “The Classical Model of Social Movements Examined” in Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, 1930-1970 (Black Insurgency hereafter), 2nd Edition.

John McCarthy and Mayer Zald. “Resource Mobilization and Social Movements: A Partial Theory” in Vincenzo Ruggiero and Nicola Montagna, eds., Social Movements: A Reader.

Donatella della Porta-  “The Re-emergence of a Class Cleavage” in Social Movements in Times of Austerity.

Week 5- Apr. 13-15- - Political Process Model and the Case of Civil Rights Movement 

Doug McAdam- Introduction and Chapter 3, 6 in Black Insurgency

Week 6- Apr. 20-22-  Opportunities, Threats, and Mobilization

Herbert P. Kitschelt, “Political Opportunity Structures and Political Protest: Anti-Nuclear Movements in Four Democracies”, British Journal of Political Science, 16 (1), 1986, pp. 57-85

Charles Kurzman- “Structural Opportunity and Perceived Opportunity in Social Movement Theory: The Iranian Revolution of 1979” American Sociological Review 61(1). 

James Jaspers- “From Political Opportunity Structures to Strategic Interaction” in Jeff Goodwin and James Jasper eds. Contention in Context: Political Opportunities and Emergence of Protest 

McAdam, Tarrow, and Tilly- “Lineaments of Contention” in Dynamics of Contention.

Week 7- Apr. 27-29-  Beyond Instrumentalism and Rationalism: Identity, Meaning, and Emotions

Cihan Tugal- “Transforming everyday life: Islamism and social movement theory,” Theory and Society 38 (423-458)

Wendy Pearlman “Emotions and the Microfoundations of the Arab Uprisings” Perspectives on Politics 11(2).

Simmons- Market Reforms and Water Wars, World Politics


Week 8- May 4-6- Research Methods in the Study of Social Movements: Protest Event Analysis
Donatella della Porta (eds)- Methodological Practices in Social Movement Research.


May 11-13: Spring Break

Dynamics of Mobilization

Week 9- May 18-20- Repertoires, Frames, and Tactics of Contention

Charles Tilly- Chapter 1 and 3 in Contentious Performances

Snow et  al.- “Frame Alignment Processes, Micromobilization, and Movement Participation” in Vincenzo Ruggiero and Nicola Montagna, eds., Social Movements: A Reader. 

Ernesto Laclau- "The “people” and the discursive production of emptiness," in Populist Reason.

Nicole Watts- “Other Routes of Resistance” in Activists in Office: Kurdish Politics and Protest in Turkey.

Week 10- May 25-27- Organization, Networks, and Cycles of Mobilization 

Mario Diani- ‘Introduction’ and “Leaders' or Brokers? Positions and Influence in
Social Movement Networks,” in Diani and McAdam eds Social Movements and Networks.

Mark Beissinger- “Structure and Example in Modular Political Phenomena: The Diffusion of Bulldozer/Rose/Orange/Tulip Revolutions” Perspectives on Politics 5(2). 

Tufekci, Z. (2017). Twitter and tear gas: The power and fragility of networked protest. Yale University Press.

Cristina Flesher Fominaya-Debunking Spontaneity: Spain's 15-M/Indignados as Autonomous Movement 14(2).


Week 11- Jun. 1-3- Movement Outcomes

Amenta et al.- “The Political Consequence of Social Movements,” Annual Review of Sociology 36 (287-307). 

Javier Auyero- “Being in the Road-Insurgent Identities” in Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition

Doug McAdam and Sidney Tarrow- “Ballots and Barricades: On the Reciprocal Relationship between Elections and Social Movements,” Perspectives on Politics 8(2). 


Week 12- Jun. 8-10- Movements and Repression

Davenport
Earl
Arslanalp &Erkmen

Week  13- Jun. 15- Wrap Up
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