Political Science 404

Instructor: Murat Akan

Spring 2019

Office HRS: TBA

Monday 13:00-14:00 IB 312
Tuesday 11:00-13:00 NH 201




RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Course Description: The end of the Cold War, increasing religious plurality in Europe and in the United States as a result of migration from less developed countries, the rise of identity politics and the general resilience of religiosity in the East as well as in the West, in the Southern hemisphere as well as in the Northern hemisphere, quite contrary to the predictions of the secularization thesis, and all the changes set out in US foreign policy with 9/11 have in one way or another underlined the necessity of rethinking the relation between religion and democracy.  This course combines political theory and cross regional and cross religion case studies in order to reach first a better comparative empirical understanding of the political, social, cultural, gender and economic issues involved in struggles over and through religion, and second, in order to systematically discuss the “proper” place of religious identity and religious institutions in a democracy.

Course Requirements: Class attendance is mandatory due to the seminar format of the course. A total number of 4 absences—excused or unexcused—will result in a reduction of half a letter grade. Students are expected to do the reading before coming to class.  There will be approximately 60 pages of reading for each week.  The written assignment consist of  four 3-5 page papers (20% each) an one presentation (10%) and 5 pop-quizzes (10%).  Papers deadlines are marked below and questions will be distributed in advance in class. Please see handout entitled “Writing Papers” for rules of referencing and definitions of plagiarism.  While I am grading your work, I will assume that you have read this handout. 

Reading Assignments per week:
February 5th

Introduction

Nilüfer Göle, Islam and Secularity: The Future of Europe!s Public Sphere (Durham: Duke University Press, 2015)
February 12th


Nilüfer Göle, Islam and Secularity: The Future of Europe’s Public Sphere (Durham: Duke University Press, 2015)
February 19th 

J. Casanova, Public Religions in the Modern World  (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1994), p. 1-39.
Robert Audi, ‘The Separation of Church and State and Obligations of Citizenship’, Philosophy and Public Affairs 18(3) (1989): 259-96
First Paper due on February 23rd, 15.00, IB 208 

February 26th 

Tim Mitchell. 2002. McJihad: Islam in the US Global Order, Social Text, No: 73, pp. 1-18.

Keddie, Nikki R. 1997. “Secularism and the state: Towards clarity and global comparison.” New Left Review 226: 21-40.
Asad, Talal. 1999. “Secularism, nation-state, religion.” In Nation and religion perspectives on Europe and Asia, P. L. Van der Veer, Hartmut. Princeton, Princeton University Press.

Partha Chatterjee, ”Secularism and Tolerance” in R.Bhargava (ed.) Secularism and Its Critics, (Calcutta: Oxford University Press, 1998)
March 5th 
Alfred Stepan, “The world's religious systems and democracy: Crafting the "Twin tolerations". In Arguing Comparative Politics, A. Stepan. New York, Oxford University Press.  p.213-253
Talal Asad, Formations of the Secular: Christianity, Islam, Modernity (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003)
March 6th 
Movie Screening 
March 12th   

Talal Asad, Genealogies of Religion (Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press)

Charles Taylor, Dilemmas and Connections: Selected Essays (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2011), 
March 19th 
Cliford Geertz, “Religion as a Cultural system” in Interpretation of Culture (New York: Basic Books)

Clifford Geertz, “Ritual and Social Change: A Javanese Example,” American Anthropologist 59: 1 (1957)
Second Paper due on March 23rd, 15.00, IB 208
March 26th  

Karl Marx, “Anti-Church Movement-Demonstration in Hyde Park,” in 

Collected Works 14, pp. 302-307 and endnotes

E. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class (New York: Vintage Books, 1966 [1963])

George Jacob Holyoake. The case of Thomas Pooley
Unpacking Laïcité

April 2nd  

Murat Akan. The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017)

Bauberot, J. (1998). “The Two Thresholds of Laicization”. Secularism and Its Critics. R. Bhargava. Delhi, Oxford University Press. Lecture on Europe.
April 9th  
Çıtak, Zana. 2009. “Between ‘Turkish Islam’ and ‘French Islam’: The Role of the Diyanet in the Conseil Français du Culte Musulman,” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (November)

Asad, T. 2006 ‘Trying to Understand French Secularism’, in H. Vries and L. E. Sullivan (eds) Political Theologies: Public Religions in a Post-SecularWorld,NewYork: Fordham University Press.
Unpacking Laiklik

April 23rd 


Parla, Taha and Andrew Davison (2008). “Secularism and Laicism in 

Turkey.” World Secularisms at the Millennium. J. R. P. Jakobsen, Ann. Durham, Duke University Press.
Cihan Tuğal, Passive Revolution: Absorbing the Islamic Challenge to 

Capitalism (Stanford: Stanford University 2009)
Third Paper due on April 27th, 15.00, IB 208      

April 30th     



Murat Akan. The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017)
May 7th   
Murat Akan. The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017)
Review
Fourth Paper due on May 11th, 15.00, IB 208      
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