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POLS 375 Gender and Politics

2021 Spring Term

Instructor: Yeşim Arat 

Office Hours: Zoom appointment, preferably Wednesday afternoons.
Gender and Politics is a broad topic. This course will primarily focus on feminist contributions to gender studies and the study of politics. The course aims to explore major feminist perspectives that have redefined and challenged political concepts such as democracy and citizenship and issues including pornography and multiculturalism. We begin by assessing our basic terms such as gender, feminism and intersectionality. We then move on to discuss the implications of a gender perspective on how we understand the political. Students are expected to critically engage with all the readings assigned and contribute to class discussions. 
Prior to class meetings, students will submit, on line, a short written response to a question sent out on each of the readings assigned for the day and turn in a question of their own on them. The weekly responses to questions on the readings will not be graded individually; however submitting them all, is a precondition of taking the final exam and those who do so will also get a full grade as a mid-term grade. We will initiate class discussion with the written student responses and explore the questions we raise. 
The final course grade will be based on 30% weekly responses (which will replace a midterm), 20 % class participation and 50% the final exam. 
Academic Honesty:

The Department of Political Science and International Relations at Boğaziçi University has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.

1.    Copying work from others or giving and receiving 

answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2.    Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using 

sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism.

3.    Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:

a)    an automatic “F” for the assignment or the exam

b)    an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee

c)    losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from 

the entire faculty

d)    losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs

e)    losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate 

assistant in the department

The students may further be sent to the University Ethics committee and/or be subject to disciplinary action.

1. March 22-24 :  Gender, Women and Politics 
Judith Butler, Gender trouble: Feminism and the subversion of identity,  ch.1 Routledge, 1999 section 1 and 2.
Joan W. Scott, "Gender: Still a useful category of analysis?" Diogenes 57.1, 2010, 7-14.
2. March 29-31 :  Feminism and Postmodernism
Seyla Benhabib, “Feminism and Postmodernism”, in Benhabib et al, Feminist Contentions, New York, Routledge, 1995, 17-34.

Judith Butler, “Contingent Foundations: Feminism and the Question of Postmodernism” in ibid., 35-57.

Nancy Fraser, “False Antiheses: A Response to Seyla Benhabib and Judith Butler”, in ibid., 59-74.

3. April 5-7 : Intersectionality

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw,  "Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity, Politics, &Violence Against Women of Color”  in The public nature of private violence 1994, 93-118.
Vrushali Patil, “From Patriarchy to Intersectionality”, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society  38 -4,  2013.
Helma Lutz, “Intersectionality’s (Brilliant) Career—How to Understand the Attraction of the Concept?” Gender, Diversity, and Migration: Working Paper Series, no. 1. 2014.
4. April 12-14 : Women, the State and the Public Sphere
Catharine MacKinnon, Towards a Feminist Theory of the State, Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1989, 157-170.

Wendy Brown, “Finding the Man in the State”, Feminist Studies, 18, no , Spring 1992.

Nancy Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere”, in Simon During ed. The Cultural Studies Reader, London, Routledge, 1999, 518-536. 

5. April 19-21 : Feminism, Gender and Democracy

Jane Mansbridge, “Feminism and Democracy” in Anne Phillips ed. Feminism and Politics, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1998, 142-158.

Anne Phillips, Engendering Democracy, Polity Press, 1991, ch. 3, 60- 91 and ch 5, 120-146.
6. April 26-28:  Rethinking Citizenship
Iris Marion Young, “Polity and Group Difference: A Critique of the Ideal of Universal Citizenship” in Anne Phillips ed. Feminism and Politics, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1998, 401-429.

Zillah Eisenstein, “Equalizing Privacy and Specifying Equality”, in Nancy Hirschmann and Christine Di Stefano, Revisioning the Political, Westview, 1996, p. 181-192.

Peter Singer, “The Real Abortion Tragedy” and “Treating(or not) the Tiniest Babies”, in Ethics in the Real World, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2016, 73-80.
7. May 3-5 : Religion, Law and Women

Zakia Pathak and Rajeswari Sunder Rajan, “Shahbano”, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 14.3 (1989): 558-582.

Shahla Haeri, “The Institution of Mutaa Marriage in Iran: A Formal and Historical Perspective”, in G. Nashat ed. Women and Revolution in Iran, Westview, 1983, 231-251. 

Izharuddin, Alicia. "“Free Hair”: Narratives of Unveiling and the Reconstruction of Self." Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 44, no. 1 (2018): 155-176.
            May 10-14 Spring Break

8. May 17 :  Female Genital Mutilation
Jane Muthumbi et al. “Female Genital Mutilation: A Literature Review of the Current Status of Legislation and Policies in 27 African Countries and Yemen”, African journal of reproductive health 19.3 (2015): 32-40. 
Shweder, Richard A. "What About 'Female Genital Mutilation'? And Why Understanding Culture Matters in the First Place." Daedalus 129 (Fall 2000): 209-29. 

Browny Winter, “Women, The Law and Cultural Relativism in France”, Laslett et al. Rethinking the Political, University of Chicago Press, 1995. 
9. May 24-26 : Pornography and Politics
Catharine MacKinnon ”Pornography : On Morality and Politics”, in ibid MacKinnon,1989, 195-214.
Brown, Wendy, “The Mirror of Pornography”, in Wendy Brown, States of injury: Power and freedom in late modernity, 1995, 77-95.
Angela Jones, "“I get paid to have orgasms”: Adult webcam models’ negotiation of pleasure and danger." Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 42.1, 2016, 227-256.
10.  May 31-June 2 :   Feminism and Multiculturalism
Susan Moller Okin, “Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?, in Joshua Cohen et al eds., Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1999, 7-24.

Will Kymlica, “Liberal Complacencies”, ibid, 31-34.

Azizah Y. al-Hibri, “Is Western Patriarchal Feminism Good for Third World Minority/ Women?” ibid, 41-46.

Martha C. Nussbaum, “A Plea for Difficulty”, ibid, 105-114.
      11. June 7-9 : Gender Rights and Dynamics

Cenk Özbay&Ozan Soybakış, “Political Masculinities: Gender, Power and Change in Turkey,” Social Politics, Spring 2020 pp. 27–50.
Evren Savcı, "Subjects of rights and subjects of cruelty: The production of an Islamic backlash against homosexuality in Turkey." In Perverse Politics? Feminism, Anti-Imperialism, Multiplicity. Emerald Group Publishing Limited, 2016.
Ghannam, Farha, Live and die like a man: Gender dynamics in urban Egypt. Stanford University Press, 2013. Ch. 1, 31-57, ch 3 85-105.
12. June 14-16 : Discussion and Assessment 

