
POLS 333
LOCAL POLITICS AND DEMOCRACY
Spring 2020
[bookmark: _GoBack](This is a tentative syllabus. Readings and assignments may change) 

Instructor: Mert Arslanalp
Email: mert.arslanalp@boun.edu.tr


Course Description:

This course examines how cities and citizenship get reconstituted in the globalized capitalist world from a critical and comparative perspective. We are going to evaluate the economic, political, and social transformations cities have been experiencing in the last decades and how urban residents have been contesting and negotiating them. We will assess the implications of these changes for governance, democratic citizenship, and social justice from a variety of theoretical approaches. Lectures and readings on weekly themes will incorporate case studies on the experiences of various cities from different regions. The course, thus, intends to be a comprehensive overview of the politics of globalizing cities by introducing key themes and debates in urban studies and using various tools including literature, 


Requirements and Assessments

Readings, Attendance, and Participation- 10 %
All students are expected to attend class regularly, read assigned materials before class and participate in class discussions. We are going to allocate the last section of our weekly classes for discussion. In addition to the readings on syllabus, students may receive short news articles on weekly themes before or during the class for discussion purposes. There will be approximately 60 pages of reading for each week. They will be shared in a dropbox folder.

Discussion Questions – 15 %
Students are required to send two discussion questions on weekly readings (questions must address separate readings) by the midnight before class. These questions should raise conceptual and theoretical issues from the readings that can facilitate class discussions. Students may be called on to raise their questions.

Two reflection essays- 30%

Field Research Project - 45%- 

Student will form groups to conduct field research projects that examine cases of urban transformation in Istanbul. This can be any site such as a historical building, public square, park or a neighborhood among others. The project will entail the use of qualitative field methods to make sense of the transformation process and draw connections to the theoretical and empirical readings from the course. It will involve four stages: 1) Selection of research site 2) Field research 3) Preliminary research report 4) Submission and presentation of research paper. A more detailed prompt and in-class explanation of the assignment will be provided after the add/drop period. 

There will not be a make-up option unless the student documents a valid reason for missing the assignments. For each day of late submission, there will be a penalty of one letter grade.


Academic Honesty

Cheating and plagiarism during the midterm and assignments will not be tolerated. Students
should work on their ex independently. The Department of Political Science and International Relations at Bogazici University has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.
1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in
written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs
from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient
acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. For further guidelines, you can consult
http://www.buowl.boun.edu.tr/students/favoidingplagiarism.htm

3. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:
a) an automatic F for the assignment or the exam
b) an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee
c) losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty
d) losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs
e) losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department
The students may further be sent to the University Ethics committee or be subject to disciplinary action.


SCHEDULE & READINGS
WEEK1	Introduction to the Course: Cities and Citizenship

	


WEEK2	Cities and Urbanization: Concepts and Trends
Brenner, N. (2013). Theses on urbanization. Public Culture, 25(1 69), 85-114.

World Urbanization Prospects 2014. United Nations Department of Economic Affairs.

WEEK 3	Cities and Global Capitalism
Harvey, D. (2012). “Right to the City”. Rebel cities. London: Verso. pp. 3-25.

Sassen, S. (1991). The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo, Princeton. NJ: Princeton. pp. 3-15.
Smith, N. (2002). New globalism, new urbanism: gentrification as global urban strategy. Antipode, 34(3), only pp. 427-437.

Keyder, C. (2005). Globalization and social exclusion in Istanbul. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 29(1), 124-134

WEEK 4	Cities and Global Capitalism (contd); Theories of Urban Citizenship
Purcell, M. (2003). Citizenship and the right to the global city: reimagining the capitalist world order. International journal of urban and regional research,27(3), 564-590.

Holston, J. (2009). Insurgent citizenship in an era of global urban peripheries. City & Society, 21(2), 245-267

Arslanalp, M. (2016). Haklar ve İstisnalar: Kentsel Yurttaşlığı Derinleştirmek. Ayrıntı Dergi, 15, 2016, 70-79.

WEEK5	Urban Citizenship and Other Modalities of Urban Popular Politics
Roy, A. (2009). Civic governmentality: the politics of inclusion in Beirut and Mumbai. Antipode, 41(1), 159-179.

Auyero, J. (2000). The logic of clientelism in Argentina: An ethnographic account. Latin American research review, 55-81.

Bayat, Asef. "Un-civil society: The politics of the'informal people'." Third World Quarterly 18, no. 1 (1997): 53-72.


WEEK6	Politics of Housing and Urban Development
Marcuse, P., & Madden, D. (2016). In defense of housing: the politics of crisis. Verso Books. 15-52
Hsing, Y. T. (2010). The great urban transformation: Politics of land and property in China. Oxford University Press. Chapter 2

Akbulut, B., & Candan, A. B. (2014). Bir-iki ağacın ötesinde: İstanbul’a politik ekoloji çerçevesinden bakmak. Yeni İstanbul Çalışmaları: Sınırlar, Mücadeleler, Açılımlar. Edited by Cenk Özbay and Ayfer Bartu Candan. İstanbul: Metis Yayınları, 283-300.

WEEK7	Politics of Urban Informality and Urban Development 
Fernandes, E. (2011). Regularization of informal settlements in Latin America. Cambdridge, MA: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. (Ch. 1, 2, 3, and 4)

Kuyucu, T., & Ünsal, Ö. (2010). ‘Urban transformation’ as state-led property transfer: An analysis of two cases of urban renewal in Istanbul. Urban Studies, 47(7), 1479-1499.

Weinstein, L. (2013). Demolition and dispossession: toward an understanding of state violence in millennial Mumbai. Studies in Comparative International Development, 48(3), 285-307.

WEEK8	 Urban Segregation and the Erosion of Public Sphere
Wacquant, L. J. (1996). Red belt, black belt: racial division, class inequality and the state in the French urban periphery and the American ghetto. Urban poverty and the underclass: a reader, 234-274.

Caldeira, T. P. (1996). Fortified enclaves: The new urban segregation. Public Culture, 8(2), 303-328.

Yonucu, D. (2014). Türkiye’de Bir Yönetim Biçimi Olarak Mekansal Ayrıştırma: Tehlikeli Mahalleler, Olağanüstü Hal ve Militarist Sınır Çizimi. Candan, AB ve C. Özbay (Der.) Yeni İstanbul Çalışmaları: Sınırlar, Mücadeleler, Açılımlar, İstanbul: Metis.

WEEK9	Identity, Belonging, and Citizenship in the City
de Graauw, E., & Vermeulen, F. (2016). Cities and the politics of immigrant integration: a comparison of Berlin, Amsterdam, New York City, and San Francisco. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 42(6), 989-1012.

Tuğal, C. (2009). The urban dynamism of Islamic hegemony: Absorbing squatter creativity in Istanbul. Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, 423-437.

Secor, A. (2004). “There is an Istanbul that belongs to me”: citizenship, space, and identity in the city. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 94(2), 352-368.

WEEK 10	Decentralization, Participation, and Local Democracy
Goldfrank, B. (2007). The politics of deepening local democracy: decentralization, party institutionalization, and participation. Comparative Politics, 147-168.

Kadirbeyoğlu, Z., & Sümer, B. (2012). The Neoliberal Transformation of Local Government in Turkey and the Contracting Out of Municipal Services: Implications for Public Accountability. Mediterranean Politics, 17(3), 340-357.

Harvey, D. (2012). The creation of urban commons. Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to Urban Revolution, 67-88

WEEK 11	Authoritarian Local Governance 
Gibson, E. L. (2005). Boundary control: Subnational authoritarianism in democratic countries. World Politics, 58(01), 101-132

Arias, E. D. (2013). The impacts of differential armed dominance of politics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Studies in Comparative International Development, 48(3), 263-284.

Graham, S. (2006). Cities and the ‘War on Terror’. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 30(2), 255-276.

WEEK 12	Contentious City
Eder, M., & Öz, Ö. (2017). Spatialities of contentious politics: The case of Istanbul’s Beşiktaş neighborhood, çArşı footfall fandom and Gezi. Political Geography, 61, 57-66.

Ismail, S. (2013). Urban subalterns in the Arab Revolutions: Cairo and Damascus in comparative perspective. Comparative Studies in Society and History 55(4), 865–894.

Harvey, D. (2012). Reclaiming the city for anti-capitalist struggle. Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to Urban Revolution, 115-155.
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