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Pols 332: Political Sociology
Instructor: Barış Çetin Eren
erenbariscetin@gmail.com
Course Description
In this course, we trace the development of the field of political sociology emerged as a critique of and challenge to Marxism. 
The goal of the course is to provide a foundation for understanding the history and the scope of political sociology, some of its keys theories and themes by focusing on some of the main debates in the field.
The course is divided into six parts according to major themes: (1) Marxism as a major source of key themes (2) Conceptual Foundations (3) Democracy and Anti-Totalitarianisms (4) Emergence and Breakdown of Nation States (5) Historical Capitalism
Throughout the course we will pose two questions: Can we observe a convergence between "political sociology" and Marxism? and, (b) Can the new frameworks go beyond political sociology and Marxism? At the end of the course we hope to develop various conceptual tools as well as a certain degree of empirical knowledge concerning the mostly referred objects in the field to assess the validity of competing answers.
Course Requirements and Grading
There will be one midterm (40%) and one final exam (60%).

Course Readings
This course is based on primary texts. Our main purpose is to think critically about the problems posed by the theorists and interrelate them. 
You can find the readings in the relevant google drive folder.

Course Structure

Part I Marxisms as a Source of Key Themes  for Political Sociology

Week 1: Class Struggle, Party and Hegemony
Marx, Karl
Preface to the Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy
	Communist Manifesto (Chapter 1,4)
Civil War in France (Chapter 4)
18th Brumaire (Chapter 1, 7)
Address of the Central Committee to the League


Week 2: Marxism of the Second International and Lenin’s Political Marxism
Kautsky, Karl
	The Road To Power (chapter 8, 9)
	The Intellectuals and the Workers

Luxemburg, Rosa
	Conquest of Political Power (Reform or Revolution chapter 8)

Trotsky, Leon
Results and Prospects (Chapter 5)

Lenin, Vladimir
What is to be done? (Chapter 2, 4)
Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the Democratic Revolution (Chapter 9)
Left Wing Communism (Chapter 6)

Part II Conceptual Foundations of Political Sociology

Week 3: Weber, Revolutionary Charisma, Bureaucracy and Politics 
Weber, Max
Domination and Legitimacy, (Economy and Society, pp 941-954)
Charisma and Its Transformations (Economy and Society 1111-1130)
The Social Psychology of World Religions, Preface
Politics as a Vocation

Week 4: Hegemony
Gramsci, Antonio
	The Revolution against Capital
	State and Civil Society (Selections from Prison Notebooks, pp 229-263)
	The Modern Prince (Chapters 6, 8, 11)

Part III Anti-Totalitarianisms 
	
Week 5: Foundations of the Anti-Totalitarian Turn 
Arendt, Hannah
The Origins of Totalitarianism pp.123-157; 216-221; 250-266

Week 6: The Middle Class and Institutions 
Lipset, Seymour
Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics. pp. 27-86. 
Huntington, Samuel
Political Order in Changing Societies (Chapters 6-7)

Week 7: Varieties of Modernization
Moore, Barrington
Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the Making of the Modern World. 413-508. 

Geertz, Clifford
Islam Observed: Religious Development in Morocco and Indonesia 




Part IV Nation and Nation State
Week 8: Nationalism and Nation-Building
Tilly, Charles
“European Cities and States” in Coercion, Capital and European States 990-1990 

Mann, Michael
 The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms, and Results”

Downing, Brian
“The Military Revolution” and “England” in The Military Revolution and Political Change

Week 9: Historical Origins of State Making
Anderson, Benedict 7
Imagined Communities (Introduction)

Hechter Micheal
“Causes of Nationalism” and “State-Building Nationalism” in Containing Nationalism, pp. 18-35; pp. 56-70.

Wimmer, Andreas 
“The Rise of the Nation-State across the World,1816 to 2001”

Week 10: The Capitalist State
Poulantzas, Nicos 
“The Capitalist State and the Dominant Classes” in Political Power and Social Classes
The State and The Transition to Socialism

Block, Fred 
The Ruling Class Does not Rule: Notes on the Marxist Theory of the State

Offe, Claus
Structural Problems of the Capitalist State

Week 11, Revolution and Civil Wars
De Tocqueville, Alex
The Ancien Regime and The French Revolution, Book III, chapters 7-8

Skocpol, Theda
States and Social Revolutions, chapters 2-3

Kalyvas, Stathis
The Logic of Violence in Civil War, chapters 4-5

Part V Historical Capitalism
Week 12: States and Markets
Smith, Adam
Wealth of Nations, Volume 1 Conclusion, Book 3, chapters 1-2

Polanyi, Karl. 
The Great Transformation: the Political and Economic Origins of Our Time. chapters 12-15
  
Week 13: Even or Uneven Development?
Milanovic, Branko. 
Global Inequality: a new approach for the age of globalization. 10-117

Week 14: Hegemonies and Cycles of Accumulation
Arrighi, Giovanni
The Long Twentieth Century (Chapter 1, Epilogue)
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