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SECULARISM AND ITS CRITIQUES

Course description:

In this course we will study the conceptual and empirical debates on secularism with a particular historical and contemporary focus on the cases of Turkey, France and India. We will also examine the relation of secularism with republicanism, liberalism, socialism, multiculturalism and democracy.

Course Requirements: The course will continue by zoom all term. Class attendance is mandatory due to the seminar format of the course. A total number of 4 absences—excused or unexcused—will result in a reduction of half a letter grade.  Each class will start with a 10-15 minute student presentation.  Students will choose the reading they would like to present in our first class meeting. Presentations will consist of an analytical summary of the reading, not necessarily comprehensive and at most lasting half the total presentation time.  The other half of the presentation will consist of raising comparative questions (with previous readings) or general critical questions and/or comments.  The goal of the presentation is to set the stage for class discussion.    Students are expected to do the reading before coming to class.  There will be approximately 50-75 pages of reading for each session.  There will be three 4-page papers assignments, each 30 % of the course grade.  Papers deadlines are April 16th, May 16th, June 16th. Paper Topics will be distributed in advance.  Presentation and class participation constitutes 10% of your course grade.   Please see handout entitled “Writing Papers” for rules of referencing and definitions of plagiarism. All papers will be put through Turnitin before submission.
Reading Assignments:
Session 1. 
Introduction

Principles and Institutions
Session 2.
Robert Audi, ‘The Separation of Church and State and Obligations of 
Citizenship’, Philosophy and Public Affairs 18(3) (1989): 259-96

Sociology
Session 3.
J. Casanova, Public Religions in the Modern World (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1994), p. 1-39.
Comparison and Hermeneutics
Session 4.
Eisenstadt, Shmuel Noah, “Multiple Modernities”, Daedalus 129 (2000), 1-29.
How much does context matter?
Session 5. 
Chatterjee, Partha,”Secularism and Tolerance” in R.Bhargava (ed.) Secularism and Its Critics, (Calcutta: Oxford University Press, 1998), p. 345-379.
Session 6. 
Bhargava, Rajeev, “Reimagining Secularism: Respect, Domination and Principled Distance,” Economic & Political Weekly, December 14, 2013 vol xlviii no 50, p. 79-92.
A new secularism for Europe?
Session 7.        Charles Taylor, “Why We Need a Radical Redefinition of Secularism” in Eduardo Mendiata and Jonathan Vanantwerpen (eds.) The Power of Religion in the Public Sphere (New York: Columbia University Press, 2011), 34-59.
Jocelyn MacLure and Charles Taylor, Secularism and Freedom of Conscience, trans. by Jane Marie Todd (Cambridge: Harvard University Press), 9-35.
Politics
Session 8.        Akan, Murat, The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017), chapters 1 & 2.

The Third French Republic, 1871 - 1905
Session 9. 
Akan, Murat, The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017), chapter 3.

Session 10.
Akan, Murat, The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017), chapter 3.





Contemporary France
Session 11.        Akan, Murat, The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017), chapter 4.

Turkey, 1923 - 1982
Session 12.       Akan, Murat, The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017), chapter 5.

Contemporary Turkey
Session 13.      Akan, Murat, The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017), chapter 6. 

Session 14.    
Akan, Murat, The Politics of Secularism: Religion, Diversity, and Institutional Change in France and Turkey (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017), chapter 7.

Session 15.    Akan, Murat, “Floating Sophia, Polarizing to Abeyance, Waqf-ising the 
State,” Journal of Muslims in Europe, 10:2 (2021).
India
Session 16. 
Smith, Donald Eugene, India as a Secular State (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1963), 1-57

Session 17.
Ghassem-Faschandi, Parvis, Pogrom in Gujarat: Hindu Nationalism and Anti-Muslim Violence in India (Princeton: Princeton University Press), selections.
Session 18.
Sen, Ronojov, Legalizing Religion: The Indian Supreme Court and Secularism. Policy Studies 30, East-West Center Washington.

Session 19.
Sen, Ronojov, Legalizing Religion: The Indian Supreme Court and Secularism. Policy Studies 30, East-West Center Washington.

Session 20. 
Ahmad, Hilal, “Babri Masjid and the Muslim Politics of Right to Heritage,” Muslim Political Discourse in Postcolonial India: Monuments, Memory, Contestation (New Delhi: Routlege, 2014), 192-275.

Session 21.
Ahmad, Hilal, “Babri Masjid and the Muslim Politics of Right to Heritage,” Muslim Political Discourse in Postcolonial India: Monuments, Memory, Contestation (New Delhi: Routlege, 2014), 192-275.

Session 22.
“Muslims targeted under Indian state's 'love jihad' law” Guardian 14 

December 2020

“Citizenship Amendment Bill: India's new 'anti-Muslim' law explained” BBC 11 December 2019

Some further theoretical and historical matters
Session 23. 
Niccolò Machiavelli, Prince, “Chapter 11. About Ecclesiastical States”, pp. 35-38.



John Locke.1685. “A Letter Concerning Toleration,” 24 pages
Session 24. 
Karl Marx, “Anti-Church Movement-Demonstration in Hyde Park,” in 

Collected Works 14, pp. 302-307.



George Jacob Holyoake.  The case of Thomas Pooley, p. 3-31
Session 25-26.  Review
