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Instructor: Gaye İLHAN DEMIRYOL
(You can address me as Professor İlhan)
Email: gaye.ilhan@boun.edu.tr
Course Assistant: Umut Mişe, mise.umut@gmail.com  
Office hours: There are no office official office hours, but I am available to meet with you over zoom. Feel free to email me to set up an appointment.

[bookmark: _Hlk493708558]General Principles for Remote Learning (Adapted from Brandon Bayne, UNC - Chapel Hill, Spring Updated Syllabus)

We now have four semesters of experience under our belt of remote education. We have learned some valuable lessons, changed our expectations, adopted our strategies, and came up with new ones. That said, some fundamental principles remain the same: 

· The humane option is the best option.
· We are going to prioritize supporting each other as humans.
· We are going to prioritize simple solutions that make sense for the most.
· We are going to prioritize sharing resources and communicating clearly.
· We will remain flexible and adjust to the situation.
· It is still hard to predict where this situation is going.
· The current practices we adopt may need to be modified along the way.
· Everybody needs support and understanding in this unprecedented moment.
· We will foster intellectual nourishment, social connection, and personal accommodation.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is the second part of the investigation into the history of Western political thought. Since the time of Socrates, philosophers have asked fundamental questions regarding the nature of justice, the good life, the role of the state, political regimes, citizenship, freedom, law, and the relationship between these concepts. In this second part of the course, we will specifically examine the transformation and continuity of these concepts in the light of modernity.  You will learn about the controversies and shifts in the understanding and reception of these political concepts and you will be introduced to the major questions that still preoccupy contemporary political thinkers. We will engage in the close reading of the seminal texts of the modern Western political philosophy by, among others, Locke, Kant, and Marx with the aim of situating them in the context of Western canon.

COURSE FORMAT

Our primary platform for everything related to the course (readings, videos, slides, assessment materials) will be Moodle. Moodle uses your university email address, so all announcements regarding the course will go there. Please make sure that you are checking your school email regularly. 

· Asynchronous component: A video recorded and uploaded by me on moodle – by Wednesday. Ideally, you are expected to watch this video during regular class time on Wednesday 12:00-12:50. It is ok to watch this later in the day, but you must finish watching the video before our live session on Thursday, at which time our assistant will check whether you have watched the video or not.  

· Synchronous component: Live session on Thursday 11:00-12:50.  This is our time to actively engage with that week’s material. I will go over some of the most important concepts and answer your questions. We may also have other activities (quizzes, break-out sessions). While I will not be taking attendance, it is imperative to attend these sessions in order to get the maximum benefit from this course. These sessions will NOT be recorded. 


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Watching recorded material in a timely manner: 5% 
Posting on discussion forum: 5%
Midterm: 40%
Final Exam: 50%

There will one midterm and one final exam. They will be take-home exams.  The questions will be posted ahead of time (72 hours), then you will submit your essays via the assignment module on moodle. I will post more information about the format and technical details when the time comes. 


COURSE POLICIES

Academic Integrity

The strength of the university depends on academic and personal integrity. The Department of Political Science and International Relations at Boğaziçi University has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.
1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.
1. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. 
1. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:
1. an automatic “F” for the assignment or the exam
1. an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee
1. losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty
1. losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs
1. losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department
The students may further be sent to the University Ethics committee or be subject to disciplinary action.



COURSE OUTLINE (Subject to Change)

There is no textbook for this course. It is, therefore, very important that you pay attention to the lectures and do the assigned readings carefully and in a timely manner.  I will post the readings on moodle, along with some recommend material. The course will proceed chronologically, and according to the following schedule. I will keep you appraised of the readings as the term progresses. 


Week 1 : Introduction to the Themes of the Course

Week 2 : Transition to the Modern Age 
· Ian Shapiro, The Moral Foundations of Politics. (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 2003), Chapter 1.

Weeks 3-4 : Liberalism: John Locke 
· John Locke, The Second Treatise on Government, Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 (§87,91,94), 8 (§95,96,99), 9. 

Suggested: 
· John Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration
· Hallowell & Porter, “Chapter 8: John Locke” in Political Philosophy. The Search for Humanity and Order, Pearson: 1997.
· BBC4 Podcast, In Our Time: The Social Contract 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl/topics/John_Locke

Week 5-6 : Utilitarianism: Jeremy Bentham 
· Jeremy Bentham, “Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation,” Chapters 1 and 2.

Suggested: 
· Hallowell & Porter, “Chapter 10: Utilitarianism. Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill” in Political Philosophy. The Search for Humanity and Order, Pearson: 1997.
· BBC4 Podcast, In Our Time: Utilitarianism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05xhwqf

Weeks 7-8 : Utilitarianism: John Stuart Mill

· John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, Chapters 1 and 2 

Suggested: 
· John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, Chapters 3 and 4 
· John Stuart Mill, The Subjection of Women (particularly for those interested in feminist philosophy)
· Hallowell & Porter, “Chapter 10: Utilitarianism. Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill” in Political Philosophy. The Search for Humanity and Order, Pearson: 1997.
· BBC4 Podcast, In Our Time: John Stuart Mill
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003c1cx
· Adam Gopnik, “Right Again. The Passions of John Stuart Mill” The New Yorker, September 29, 2008. 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2008/10/06/right-again
· Charlie Kirk: The Ethics of the Coronovirus Crisis are Muddier than You Think 
https://www.newsweek.com/charlie-kirk-ethics-coronavirus-crisis-are-muddier-you-think-opinion-1493329

Week 9: Early Feminism: Mary Wollstonecraft & Harriet Taylor 
· Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women, selections 
· J.S. Mill & Harriet Taylor, Subjection of Women, selections

https://www.joinexpeditions.com/exps/997?utm_source=t.co&utm_campaign=HannahDawson

Suggested:
· Sandrine Berges, “Mary Wollstonecraft” in Philosopher Queens, 47-56. 
· Helen McCabe, “Harriet Taylor Mill” in Philosopher Queens, 57-64. 
· BBC 4, In our Tıme: Mary Wollstonecraft: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00pg5dr
· https://www.joinexpeditions.com/exps/997?utm_source=t.co&utm_campaign=HannahDawson



Weeks 10 - 11: German idealism: Immanuel Kant 

· Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” and “Perpetual Peace” (Second section)

Suggested: 
· Immanuel Kant, “Theory and Practice” 
· Hans Reiss, “Introduction” to Kant’s Political Writings, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp.1-40.
· BBC4 Podcast, In Our Time: Kant’s categorical imperative
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0952zl3
· “Coronavirus: What philosopher Kant can teach us about panic buying and isolation dodging”, The Conversation: 
https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-what-philosopher-immanuel-kant-can-teach-us-about-panic-buying-and-isolation-dodging-134491#_=_


Weeks 12-13: Historical Materialism: Karl Marx
· Karl Marx, The Marx-Engels Reader, “Wage Labour and Capital,” 203-217
· “Communist Manifesto,” Parts I and II, 473-491
· “1844 Manuscripts,” pp. 70-81.

Suggested: 
· Karl Marx, Communist Manifesto, the rest
· Hallowell & Porter, “Chapter 11: Karl Marx” in Political Philosophy. The Search for Humanity and Order, Pearson: 1997.
· BBC Documentary: Genius of the World, Karl Marx: 
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6a295z (also available on Netflix in English)
· David Harvey: Anti-Capitalist Politics in an Age of Covid-19
https://tribunemag.co.uk/2020/03/david-harvey-anti-capitalist-politics-in-an-age-of-covid-19

Week 14: Critique of Enlightenment and Evaluation
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