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Instructor: Gaye İLHAN DEMIRYOL
(You can address me as Professor İlhan)
Email: gaye.ilhan@boun.edu.tr
            	(This is the best way to contact me under all circumstances.) 
Course Assistant: TBA 
Office hours: There are no office official office hours, but I am available to meet with you over zoom. Feel free to email me to set up an appointment.
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General Principles for Remote Learning (Adapted from Brandon Bayne, UNC - Chapel Hill, Spring Updated Syllabus)

We now have one semester of experience under our belt of remote education. We have learned some valuable lessons, changed our expectations, adopted our strategies, and came up with new ones. That said, some fundamental principles remain the same: 

· The humane option is the best option.
· We are going to prioritize supporting each other as humans
· We are going to prioritize simple solutions that make sense for the most
· We are going to prioritize sharing resources and communicating clearly
· We will remain flexible and adjust to the situation.
· It is still hard to predict where this situation is going
· The current practices we adopt may need to be modified along the way
· Everybody needs support and understanding in this unprecedented moment
· We will foster intellectual nourishment, social connection, and personal accommodation.
· Accessible asynchronous content for diverse access, time zones, and contexts
· Optional synchronous discussion to learn together and combat isolation



COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is the first part of a year-long investigation into the history of Western political thought.  Since the time of Socrates, philosophers have asked fundamental questions regarding the nature of justice, freedom, and equality; the duties and the rights of state or sovereign; citizenship, law and the relationship between these concepts. In this first part of the course, we will consider and evaluate the answers provided to these questions from Socrates to the modern times, through a close reading of the texts that have been decisive in the formation of Western political consciousness. 


COURSE FORMAT

Our primary platform for everything related to the course (readings, videos, assessment materials) will be Moodle. Moodle uses your university email address, so all announcement regarding the course will go there. Please make sure that you are checking your school email regularly. 

· Asynchronous component: A video recorded and uploaded by me on moodle – by Wednesday. You will be required to watch this video and the do the readings on your own time. If you have any questions on the material you can email them to me, or bring them with you to the live sessions:

· Synchronous component: Live session on Thursday 10:00-12:00.  The format will be Q&A. I will take and answer questions you might have about this week’s material. We may have other activities (quizzes, break-out sessions, attendance taking, etc) still to be determined. You are expected to attend these two sessions, and make sure that you don’t have any conflicts during these two hours on your schedule. 

· The plan is that the course lectures will be available to you to work on your own time and pace as your circumstances dictate. But, we will also be able to meet face-to-face once a week. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Midterm: 40%
Final Exam: 50%
Participation and other: 10%

There will one midterm and one final exams. They will be take-home exams.  The questions will be posted ahead of time (48 hours), then you will submit your essays via the assignment module on moodle. I will post more information about the format and technical details when the time comes. 

COURSE POLICIES

Academic Integrity
The strength of the university depends on academic and personal integrity. The Department of Political Science and International Relations at Boğaziçi University has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.
1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.
1. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. 
1. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:
1. an automatic “F” for the assignment or the exam
1. an oral explanation before the Departmental Ethics Committee
1. losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty
1. losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs
1. losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department
The students may further be sent to the University Ethics committee or be subject to disciplinary action.


COURSE OUTLINE

There is no textbook for this course. It is, therefore, very important that you pay attention to the lectures and do the assigned readings carefully and in a timely manner.  I will post the readings on moodle, along with some recommend material. The course will proceed chronologically, and according to the following schedule. I will keep you appraised of the readings as the term progresses. 

Introduction to the Themes of the Course 

What is Political Philosophy? 

Socrates
· Plato, Apology
· Plato, Crito
Plato
· The Seventh Letter, Selections
· Republic, Books I, II, III (412b-417b), IV, V (473b-480), VII (514a-521b)
		

Aristotle 
· Politics, Books I (Chapters 1-7, 12-13) , III (1-13), IV (11), VII (1-4)

		
Machiavelli 
· The Prince
· The Discourses, Chapters 1-9
		
Hobbes 
· Leviathan, Chapters 13-18

		
Rousseau 
· The Social Contract, Selections

3

